The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 60, 16 September 2010    
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Cultural Learning Alliance – The Big Link-Up Event 
www.thebiglinkup.org
(Source: email from Jo Reilly, HLF)

In November, the Cultural Learning Alliance, a year-long campaign to promote and protect cultural learning, will be will be leading “The Big Link-Up” – a nationwide event that aims to connect children and young people, cultural practitioners, teachers and policy-makers to celebrate and debate cultural learning.
If you want to get involved and contribute to the cultural conversation, see more on our website www.thebiglinkup.org and sign up to the campaign now. 

The National Archives' Diversity Week
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/visit/events.htm
(Source: email from Sara Griffiths, TNA)

This Week includes “a series of events and activities aimed at promoting equality and diversity in how we work and what we do” – see links to info about four free talks on above webpage. 
Funding & Opportunities

Chatabout Network Day, 8 October
www.chatabout.org.uk 
(Source: email from Genevieve Clarke)

Chatabout is a free and unique national network to support the growing

number of reading groups for adults with literacy needs – see above weblink.

“Our online network at www.chataboutreading.ning.com already has over

200 members who come from a wide range of situations where they work

with emergent readers: libraries, workplaces, care settings, colleges, prisons

and other learning environments. Please join now!”

“The Chatabout Network Day is a one-day event for members to network, share best practice about running reading groups for emergent adult readers and source ideas for reading materials.
It will be an active day, with informative presentations from practitioners running existing reading groups, updates from publishers on their latest materials for new adult readers and inspiring workshops.
Best selling author Adele Parks will round off the day. She is passionate about reading being a basic right for everyone and author of the 2008 Quick Read Learners’ Favourite Award for Happy Families.
The fee is £25. To reserve your place download and complete a booking

form from www.chatabout.org.uk or contact Jenny Warner on 020 7324

2545 or email jenny.warner@readingagency.org.uk.

Application deadline is Monday 20 September.”
COMPAS Photo Competition 2010: Life in Motion 

http://www.compas.ox.ac.uk/events/photo-competition/2010/#c795 
(Source: Migrants Rights News, 6 September)

 “Centre on Migration, Policy and Society (COMPAS) at the University of Oxford is looking for images that depict the journeys that migrants take, not only between countries, but also the everyday experiences and constant adaptations that they make in new environments, jobs and homes.
Prizes will be given to the three winning entries. £500 (1st), £200 (2nd) and £100 (3rd). 
Closing date for the competition is 30th September 2010.”
The Reading Agency Six Book Challenge 2011
http://shop.readingagency.org.uk/productslist.aspx
Print materials for the Six Book Challenge 2011 are now available to order from TRA shop – see above weblink – with a special Early Bird offer.

Further info about the Challenge from:

Genevieve Clarke, Senior Project Manager, The Reading Agency

genevieve.clarke@readingagency.org.uk  0871 750 2104

David Kendall, Consultant, The Reading Agency, for workplace and prison enquiries

David.kendall@readingagency.org.uk    01588 640537 / 07814 060572.
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Being a young carer in rural England: summary report 
http://ruralcommunities.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/youngcarerssummary.pdf 
New report from the Commission for Rural Communities, which summarises “research conducted with young people aged 11 to 21 years who were living with a family member with a disability and had some caring responsibilities in their families ... It offers suggestions to encourage new thinking among practitioners and to provoke innovative, practical solutions for young carers.”
Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

 In-work poverty in the recession: briefing note
http://www.ippr.org/publicationsandreports/publication.asp?id=774
“The share of poor households accounted for by working households (as opposed to workless households) has been increasing in the UK over the last decade, with more than half of poor children living in working households before the recession. This note presents new data explaining what has happened to in-work poverty since the recession began, using newly released data covering the period April 2008 to March 2009.”

Available to download from above weblink.

Facing History and Ourselves
http://www.facinghistory.org/
(Source: email from Tim Spafford via refed, http://www.refugeeeducation.co.uk/mailing.htm) 

US-based resource which, according to Tim, some UK schools are now working in partnership with.

“Facing History and Ourselves delivers classroom strategies, resources and lessons that inspire young people to take responsibility for their world. Internationally recognized for our quality and effectiveness, Facing History harnesses the power of the Internet and partners with school systems, universities and ministries of education worldwide.”

They have some excellent resources, on, for example:

· Darfur, http://www.facinghistory.org/resources/collections/darfur
· Genocide, http://www.facinghistory.org/resources/collections/genocide
· The Holocaust, http://www.facinghistory.org/resources/collections/holocaust
· Immigration, http://www.facinghistory.org/resources/collections/immigration. 
Breakthrough Northern Ireland
http://www.centreforsocialjustice.org.uk/client/downloads/CSJ0032_Northern_Ireland_27.08_WEB.pdf 

(Source: New Start Magazine – Hot News 7 September)

New report from the Centre for Social Justice, which identifies that Northern Ireland’s legacy of conflict and sectarian divisions has masked growing social problems – for example, it has been estimated that around a quarter more people suffer from mental health disorders than they do in England and Scotland; and some parts of Northern Ireland suffer far worse levels of family breakdown than the national picture and that two-thirds of people have no or low qualifications.

LLAKES first international conference: Exploring Inequality and its Consequences: Education, Labour Markets, and Communities
http://www.llakes.org/?s=exploring+inequality 

(Source: Professional Manager, Sept 2010)

LLAKES is the Centre for Learning and Life Chances in Knowledge Economies and Societies, based at the Institute of Education. 
The papers from the Conference are now available – they are mostly quite complex, but those, for example, by John Hills – “How inequalities cross the lifecycle” (http://www.llakes.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/LLAKES-5-July-2010-John-Hills.ppt) and Andy Green & Germ Janmaat, “Regimes of social cohesion: a comparative analysis” (http://www.llakes.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/Andy-Green-LLAKES-Conference.ppt) provide valuable evidence and info for us.
Health & Wellbeing issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Mental health and well-being
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Healthcare/Mentalhealth/index.htm 
Just in case you haven’t seen this, the DOH has updated its info on mental health, with links to areas such as asylum-seekers and refugees, equalities, CAMHS, etc.  
Disability issues – Other Agencies 
“Disabled people invisible in Britain today”
http://www.scope.org.uk/news/comres-poll
New research from Scope, which shows that “disabled people are largely hidden in day-to-day life despite the public believing that they should be given a level-playing field of opportunity.”

The research shows that:

· “Nearly 40% of people (who are not disabled and do not have a disabled family member) don’t know any disabled people.
· 90% of Britons have never had a disabled person in their house for a social occasion
· 91% of people believe that disabled people should have the same opportunities as everyone else”.
Also, there’s an interesting follow-up article by Naomi Jacobs, “Disability: we can all do better” at: http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2010/sep/06/disability-we-can-all-do-better.
Migration issues – News 
“Citizenship unlikely to be ‘earned’ through compulsory voluntary work”
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/blog/2010/09/citizenship-unlikely-be-earned-through-compulsory-voluntary-work 
(Source: Migrants Rights News, 6 September)

“Immigration minister Damian Green yesterday said that the new government is not in favour of Labour's policy of making migrants ‘earn’ British citizenship through compulsory voluntary work. This reflects recommendations put forward in a policy paper published earlier this year by Migrant and Refugee Communities Forum and Migrants Rights Network.”
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
“Healthcare in Newham - It's Here for You (English) NHS Newham”
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8gX8e62ESog 
(Source: Migrants Rights News, 6 September)

New information video on how to access health services in Newham. Even though focused on Newham, it could be useful to migrant groups in other boroughs.
Available in English (see above weblink), French, Lithuanian, Polish, Portuguese, Romanian and Somali. 

Who needs migrant workers? Labour shortages, immigration and public policy
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/news/2010/who-needs-migrant-workers-labour-shortages-immigration-and-public-policy 
(Source: Migrants Rights News, 6 September)

New book “will be of interest to people looking to understand reasons for the demand for migrant workers even at a time of recession. It goes beyond glib explanations that ‘Lazy Britons won’t do the work’ or ‘Migrants have a better work ethic’ to explore the structural and institutional reasons for migrant employment.”

NB Charged-for publication – further info at above weblink. 
Mapping refugee and migrant communities in the UK 
http://www.icar.org.uk/?utm_source=The+Runnymede+Trust&utm_campaign=409ff09b73-Sept_update_2010&utm_medium=email
Excellent new resource from ICAR, available to download from the above weblink.

“This guide discusses the different sources of information available to map migrant populations in the UK. Some of the challenges in gathering data about migrants are outlined, followed by a list of research and resources containing asylum and migration statistics.” 

Very useful for our work in mapping communities in our areas and regions. 

Refugee women in Britain and France

http://www.manchesteruniversitypress.co.uk/catalogue/book.asp?id=1204622
(Source: ICAR Weekly Asylum Update, 8 September)

“This book is about the lives of refugee women in Britain and France. Who are they? Where do they come from? What happens to them when they arrive, while they wait for a decision on their claim for asylum, and after the decision, whether positive or negative?”

NB Charged-for publication – further info at above weblink. 
Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Voices for the Library”
http://www.voicesforthelibrary.org.uk/wordpress/ 

This excellent blog has been set up to promote positive stories about libraries to counter the recent depressing (and often ill-informed) press coverage.
Launch of Information Literacy Statement for Wales

http://www.library.wales.org/index.php?id=7498 
(Source: email from Alison Tyler, CyMAL)

The Welsh Information Literacy website is now live, and features the Information Literacy Statement for Wales – inspired by the Gregynog Conference, 2009, which was issued on 8 September, International Literacy Day.
Broader issues – Other Agencies
GANE: Growing Audiences North East

http://www.ganeaudiences.co.uk/resources/links 
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

GANE “aims to help cultural organisations and creative individuals across the region increase audiences for their activities. Our services range from free downloadable information, training videos and data capturing software to Roadshows, 'Health Checks', consultancies and tailor-made projects & research. GANE is funded by Creative Scotland with support from Aberdeenshire Council and Aberdeen City Council.”
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