The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 58, 20 August 20, 2010    
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

New events include:
Connecting with communities: responding to changing community needs
9 Sept, Central London
http://www.seapn.org.uk/editorial.asp?page_id=21&e_id=483&page=1 
This course from Creating Capacity, and led by Bill Bolloten and John Vincent, is for people working in libraries, museums, archives and cultural & heritage organisations, who want to connect with new communities, particularly refugees, asylum-seekers, and migrant workers.

Delivering services to looked-after children
22 Sept, Exeter College 
http://www.seapn.org.uk/editorial.asp?page_id=21&e_id=514&page=2 
30 Sept, The Potteries Museum, Stoke-on-Trent
http://www.seapn.org.uk/editorial.asp?page_id=21&e_id=515&page=2 
These two free courses, supported by MLA and GEM, are for people working in museums and archives who want to develop provision in this area. The courses are being led by Anne Harding and John Vincent.

Funding & Opportunities

Tutors Required for Get Digital
http://tutors.letsgetdigital.org.uk/tutors-wanted
(Source: email from Kate Norman, Digital Unite)
Are you the person for the job? Get Digital, an exciting Government-funded delivery programme to the Sheltered Housing sector run by Digital Unite and NAICE are currently looking to recruit tutors for 1 day per week (13 weeks courses) in regions across England. Visit the main website for further details.

Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Reading groups – improving the quality of life of Dudley residents”
http://www.goscl.com/reading-groups-improving-the-quality-of-life-for-dudley-residents/
Brief report of the work that Dudley Library Service is doing to provide social reading activities for isolated and vulnerable people.
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Equality Act 2010 Guidance
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legislative-framework/equality-bill/equality-act-2010-guidance/
The EHRC have published this “series of guidance documents to help explain the Act and provide practical examples on how the law has changed. We currently have guidance for employers, workers, service providers and service users, and will be adding guidance for education providers and students in September. A web based version of the guidance will be launched mid August.”
Songs and Rhymes Programme, Hampshire
http://www.c4eo.org.uk/themes/earlyyears/vlpdetails.aspx?lpeid=43&dm_i=7SL,7HZ3,12Q3JN,IUB4,1 

Interesting case study of the beneficial effects of the use of songs & rhymes with children in Early Years (although it’s what we’ve been doing in our sector for ages!).
Relative poverty across Scottish local authorities
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/320204/0102408.pdf 

“This publication presents, for the first time, official figures about the distribution of income and relative poverty across Scotland at local authority area level.”

Good practice – carers and young carers stories … 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/319496/0102107.pdf 

Examples of good practice about support for carers and young carers, including personal stories. 
Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

Unseen on screen: gay people on youth TV
http://www.stonewall.org.uk/documents/unseen_on_screen_web_final.pdf 

New research from Stonewall “found that ordinary gay people are almost invisible on the 20 TV programmes most watched by Britain’s young people. Just 46 minutes out of 126 hours of output showed gay people positively and realistically.”

Community green: using local spaces to tackle inequality and improve health
http://www.cabe.org.uk/publications/community-green 

(Source: Urban Forum Policy Roundup, August 2010)

This new report from CABE “examines the impact of the quality of local green spaces on the health and wellbeing of people in six deprived and ethnically diverse areas. It shows that providing good quality local green space is an effective way to tackle inequality.”

Disability issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government
“Disability services: an A-Z of what works”
http://www.c4eo.org.uk/themes/disabledchildren/atozwebguide/webguide.aspx?themeid=2&accesstypeid=1 
Guide to evidence of ‘what works’ drawn together by C4EO. 
Disability issues – Other Agencies 
“Sense of urgency” 
http://www.sense.org.uk/what_is_deafblindness/urgency/ 
(Source: STV Bulletin 70)

Sense has commissioned research on the numbers of deafblind people now and over the next twenty years – this weblink gives access to a summary of the key statistics, and to the summary and main reports to download.
Migration issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Refugee Week in Derby 2010 
http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=21253355 

LG Improvement and Development (formerly the IDeA) published this brief interview with Philip O'Brien, Head of Democratic Services at Derby City Council – good to see that libraries were mentioned in the first line!
They have also published reports on Refugee Week activities in:

· Norfolk, http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=21251051
· Southwark, http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=21250382 
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Refugee and migrant community organisations in 2009
http://www.evelynoldfield.co.uk/downloads/RMCOs%202009.pdf
(Source: IRR Weekly Digest, 30 July)

Report by Ruth Valentine for the Evelyn Oldfield Unit, this is “The first in an annual series of reflections on the state of the sector”. It summarises the position in the UK, and sets out the Unit’s priorities.
Global Detention Project 
http://www.globaldetentionproject.org/
(Source: ICAR weekly Asylum Update, 5 August)

The GDP “investigates the role detention plays in states’ responses to global migration, with a special focus on the policies and physical infrastructures of detention.”

They have just produced new reports on Lebanon, Bulgaria, Latvia and Lithuania.
Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Mobile Library Guidelines 
http://www.ifla.org/en/publications/ifla-professional-reports 
(Source: email from Ian Stringer)
Newly-revised set of guidelines from IFLA, available from the above weblink.

NB Charged-for publication. 
Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

“Why the arts matter”
http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/about-us/why-arts-matter/
(Source: email from NALD, 3 August)

Just in case you haven’t seen this, the Arts Council has drawn together key arguments about the importance of the arts, and have also produced a brief advocacy toolkit: 
http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/media/uploads/advocacy_toolkit_130710.pdf.

Following on from this, NALD (the National Association for Literature Development) is building a bank of advocacy arguments. They are looking for:

· “success stories where you have significantly developed writers, the artform, readership/audiences

· examples of where your intervention has transformed the lives of individuals or communities

· examples of where your work has underpinned the success of other art forms

· instances where your intervention has led to commercial cultural and/or non cultural sector

· investment that you have made that has levered in external funding.”
See: http://nationalassociationforliteraturedevelopment.org.uk.contentcurator.net/?location_id=291&result=success. 
Broader issues – Other Agencies
“Big Society bite sized” 
http://www.urbanforum.org.uk/briefings/big-society-bite-sized
Urban Forum has produced a basic guide to the Big Society, also available to download as a pdf: http://www.urbanforum.org.uk/files/2010_08_big_society_essential_facts.pdf .
Incidentally, Urban Forum is offering free membership until June 2011 for voluntary and community organisations – see: http://www.urbanforum.org.uk/join/urban-forum-free-membership-offer. 
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