The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 57, 23 July 2010     
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

New events include:

Centre for Literacy in Primary Education Multicultural Book Fair

29 September 

See: http://www.seapn.org.uk/editorial.asp?page_id=21&e_id=497&page=1 
Funding & Opportunities

Tackling Poverty Award
http://www.community-links.org/our-national-work/tackling-poverty-award/?dm_i=4A0,76F9,FQO88,HVPJ,1
“The Tackling Poverty Awards will identify and celebrate projects that are providing meaningful and effective support to people of working-age living in poverty in the UK. Four successful shortlisted projects will win a digital camera and the chance to make a film about their work. All longlisted projects will feature in a publication highlighting their work. And the winner will be announced at a presentation event in London in November.”

The application form is downloadable from: http://www.community-links.org/uploads/editor/Tackling_poverty_award_app_form(1).doc.

NB the closing date is 27 August.
Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

Unlocking the potential of young people in Knowsley
http://www.4children.org.uk/uploads/information/1KYPC_Report_FINAL_web.pdf
(Source eYPU 311, 14 July)

Report of the Knowsley Young People’s Commission which examined issues facing young people in the area, and issued a number of recommendations and challenges.

NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.
NEETS: what’s really going on?
http://www.community-links.org/uploads/editor/Neets%20Report%20Final.pdf?dm_i=4A0,76LB,FQO88,HW99,1
New research from Community Links, based on interviews with 36 young people, shows that they want to work. However:

“As far as education and training is concerned, our interviewees fell into two broad groups. There were those who were reasonably well qualified – some with considerable work experience – who simply could not find work in a highly competitive recession-hit jobs market. Then there were others who, following exclusion from school, or some other disruption to their education, were chronically short of the skills and training looked for by employers. Of course some of the young people we spoke to fell somewhere between these two extremes.

But these two groups have dramatically different needs.” [p12]
Runnymede Bulletin
http://www.scribd.com/doc/34234340/Summer-First-Edition 
The Runnymede Bulletin, previously a quarterly journal, became an online magazine in 2010. The first two issues are available free, after which there will be a sub. This issue has some really interesting articles, including an analysis of race equality and the 2010 Election; race and racism in Poland and Wales; financial inclusion; school exclusions, etc. 

“New Travellers, Old Story”
http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/all_about_us/what_we_do/new_traveller/20769.html
(Source: IRR Weekly Digest 16 July)

Summary of work developed by the Children's Society, which looks at the lives of young New Travellers. In fact, it's more succinctly described on the Institute of Race Relations site (see: http://www.irr.org.uk/2010/july/ha000026.html).

There are exhibitions for hire; and a booklet, Understanding New Travellers history and culture (available at: http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/resources/documents/Project/20891_full.pdf).

 

“London’s Poverty Profile”
http://www.londonspovertyprofile.org.uk/?dm_i=679,6W61,SEW7N,H191,1 
(Source: Equality and Diversity Forum Newsletter 21 July)
“London's Poverty Profile uses the latest official data to reveal patterns of poverty across the capital. It looks at how London compares to other English regions and cities, and the differences between London boroughs.”

Health & Wellbeing issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Discover Manchester Art Gallery Wellbeing Trail”
http://www.haringey.gov.uk/equilibrium__late_summer__issue34.lo-res.pdf
(Source: email from Polly Mortimer)

Interesting brief article about Manchester’s Trail in Equilibrium, a quarterly magazine written and produced by Haringey residents recovering from mental illness, guided by an experienced journalist and graphic designer (see: http://www.haringey.gov.uk/equilibrium).
Migration issues – News 
“Bart Wolffe’s Storefront” 
http://stores.lulu.com/store.php?fAcctID=740514 
(Source: email from Exiled Writers Ink)

“Bart Wolffe was born in Harare, Zimbabwe in 1952 and left in 2002 for exile in Germany via London. He is a Zimbabwean leading playwright with work performed in nine countries.”
This storefront includes 17 titles for sale.
The Scottish Separated Children's Guardianship Pilot
http://www.phf.org.uk/news.asp?id=929&dm_i=876,7AHY,13AR3H,I84C,1 
(Source: PHF Newsletter, Summer 2010)

New pilot scheme, run by Scottish Refugee Council and Aberlour Child Care Trust and part-funded by Paul Hamlyn Foundation, was launched in June, and will be the first of its kind in the UK. It will offer independent support to extremely vulnerable children who arrive in Scotland without parents or family, from highly dangerous countries including Afghanistan and Iraq.
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
“Making Inroads”
http://www.makinginroads.org/making-inroads-home
(Source: Helen Carpenter)

“North London’s Holloway Road is a bustling, urban thoroughfare and a major route into the capital. It is also one of the most culturally diverse places in the world. Through photography and oral history, Making Inroads tells the stories of 40 people from all over the world and the UK who have come to live and work in the area. From a Welsh urban farmer to an Ecuadorian restaurateur, find out how they have put down roots and made it their home.”
Distant voices, shaken lives: human stories of immigration detention

http://www.refugeeactiongroup.com/download?id=MTg 
(Source: ICAR Weekly Asylum update, 15 July)

“The Refugee Action Group is a coalition of non-governmental organisations … refugees and other individuals with an interest in refugee issues in Northern Ireland. It commissioned this booklet to give a ‘human face’ to the practice of immigration detention in the region.
The booklet traces the experiences of individuals detained in, or on the way to or from, Northern Ireland, before being taken to an immigration removal centre in Great Britain, usually via interim police custody. They tell their stories as they move through the detention process, presenting the system through the eyes of a detainee.
The idea is to ‘bring to life’ a reality of which only specialist NGOs and lawyers are in the main aware. As this booklet indicates, detention is often a bewildering and indeed terrifying experience for someone stopped and held by immigration officers – sometimes at a port or airport while travelling within the UK – or arrested early in the morning at their home.” [p4]
The opportunities & challenges of migration: a regional response 
http://www.equalitysouthwest.org.uk/esw/live/about-us/promoting-equality-for/migrant-workers/The_Opportunities_and_Challenges_of_Migration.pdf 
(Source: Equality and Diversity Forum Newsletter 21 July)

This is “is the final dissemination report of the Equality South West Migrant Workers Project. 
The report looks at issues around migration trends, intentions to stay, the skills of migrant workers and good practice in recruitment and employment. It also highlights the development of a partnership approach to developing policy responses in the South West region and engaging with migrant communities, which may be useful to others.”
Still targeted: continued persecution of Iraq's minorities

Available to download from: http://www.minorityrights.org/10042/reports/still-targeted-continued-persecution-of-iraqs-minorities.html 

(Source: ICAR Weekly Asylum Update, 22 July)

Report of a new investigation by Migration Rights Group International. 

Agents of fear: the National Security Service in Sudan 

http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/AFR54/010/2010/en/7b11e50c-3a0b-4699-8b6f-08a27f751c6c/afr540102010en.pdf 
(Source: ICAR Weekly Asylum Update, 22 July)

New Amnesty International report: “The period from May 2008 to early 2010 saw extensive and renewed human rights violations throughout the country. Most were perpetrated by the NISS, whose agents are responsible for most cases of arbitrary and incommunicado detention, torture and other forms of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment.” [p12]

Alternative voices on integration in Austria, France, Germany, the Netherlands and the UK
http://www.irr.org.uk/pdf2/AlternativeVoicesOnIntegration.pdf
(Source: IRR Weekly Digest, 23 July)

“Over the last year, the IRR's European Race Audit has been identifying alternative voices on integration, in five European countries.” This is their report. 

LGBT Asylum News
http://madikazemi.blogspot.com/ 
“We document the situations in countries from which LGBT people are fleeing to the UK hoping for a safe haven and the problems they can face from the UK asylum system.”
Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
MuBu
http://www.mubu.org.uk/
(Source: soundnews from sounddelivery, July 2010)

MuBu [Museum Buddies] is a developing piece of work in East Midlands Museums, which is about generating new audiences through social-networking online.

Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

The public service challenge: implementing the lessons from Total Place 
http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/aio/20756871 
Brief report that highlights the lessons learned from the Total Place pilot schemes. 
Broader issues – Other Agencies
“A briefing on the emergency Budget”
http://www.urbanforum.org.uk/briefings/a-briefing-on-the-emergency-budget 

Urban Forum have produced this handy short guide to the main points in the 22 June Budget.
Far Right voting patterns in UK Local and European elections 2009; and initial analysis of 2010 elections 
http://network.cohesioninstitute.org.uk/live/welcome.asp?id=261
The Institute of Community Cohesion has just produced this report (available at the above weblink, although you will need to register on-site) which analyses voting patterns and begins to draw together methods for combating the Far Right.

Learning futures: engaging students
http://www.phf.org.uk/news.asp?id=920&dm_i=876,7AHY,13AR3H,I84C,1 
(Source: PHF Newsletter, Summer 2010)

New pamphlet from the Paul Hamlyn Foundation, which looks at key reasons for student disengagement. “According to OECD studies, UK school students have some of the poorest attitudes towards learning in the world. The reasons behind disengagement are varied and complex, involving a host of social, familial and personal factors such as poverty, low aspirations, mental and physical well-being, environmental and community factors and parental attitudes. The pamphlet also highlights the less visible, but no less acute disengagement of high-achieving students, who do well in high school but reject higher and further education …”

The pamphlet concludes with a number of ways of engaging students, arranged under eight key themes, which involve students, schools, teachers and the local community.
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