The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 40, 14 December 2009  
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!

Learn how young volunteers can transform libraries

www.csv.org.uk/youngvoices
(Source: email from Ann Shackleton, CSV)

“CSV is celebrating the success of our Young Voices project at a conference in Manchester on January 28th 2010.  The conference is for anyone with an interest in libraries, volunteering and young people, and includes national and local speakers as well as an address from the DCMS Minister for libraries.  At the conference we will be launching the project's evaluation report.” 
For more information please see above weblink.
Funding & Opportunities

Paul Getty Junior Charitable Trust – England 

http://www.jpgettytrust.org.uk/index.html 
(Source: taken from Asylum Support Partnership Newsletter, November)

“The Trust has re-opened for grant applications and will make grants of up to £250,000 in the areas of social welfare, arts and heritage. The Trust seeks to support projects including: improving the prospects of young people, refugees and asylum seekers and integrating different social and ethnic groups. The Trust will usually only support registered charities in England, although applications may sometimes be considered from other parts of the UK if the project is of nationwide significance.”
World Language Books
http://www.worldlanguagebooks.com/ 
The World Language Books discount code for December 2009 is: promowlb43092

Network members can receive a discount on purchases. 
Comic Relief UK Grants Programme
http://www.comicrelief.com/apply_for_a_grant/uk 
The latest call has just been announced – funding priority areas include:

· Mental health. 

· Refugee and asylum seeking women. 

· Sport for Change. 

· Young people aged 11-25: 

· Young people experiencing domestic and sexual abuse. 

· Sexually exploited and trafficked young people. 

· Young people and alcohol. 

· Young people with mental health problems. 

· Local communities. 

· Young carers. 

· Older people. 

Contact details: UK Grants Team, Comic Relief, 5th Floor, 89 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TP 

Telephone: 020 7820 5555.
The deadline for applications is 11 January 2010.
Call for papers: “Living Together – Civic, Political and Cultural Engagement among Migrants, Minorities and National Populations: 

Multidisciplinary Perspectives

29-30 June 2010, University of Surrey, Guildford, UK 

http://www.surrey.ac.uk/Arts/CRONEM/Conference-2010/CfP.htm 
This CRONEM conference, organised with the Runnymede Trust, has put out a call for papers. 

“We would like to encourage the submission of papers which address the following themes:
· Active engagement, interaction, expression and dissension at civic, political or cultural levels 

· The participation of young people, women, migrants and minorities 

· Different forms of engagement among adult national majority populations 

· The role of public policy in civic, political or cultural participation 

As this is an international conference, papers reporting on contexts other than the UK are especially welcome.”
Call for presentations: “Issues in Safeguarding Refugee Children”
University of Central Lancashire, 15 April 2010
(Source: refed)
Keynote speakers: Heaven Crawley (Professor of International Migration, Swansea University); Ravi Kohli (Head of Applied Social Studies, University of Bedfordshire).
Other presenters include: Jill Rutter (Associate Fellow, Institute for Public Policy Research); Lisa Nandy (Policy Adviser for Young Refugees, The Children's Society).

Paper presentations or workshops are invited on any aspect of the topic. Contributions from research, policy and practice are all equally welcome. Please send an outline or abstract to PCox2@uclan.ac.uk by 31 December 2009.
Scottish PEN
(Source: email from Exiled Writers Ink)
Scottish PEN is inviting submissions from residents of Scotland who are refugees, asylum seekers, or whose first language is not English, for their on-line magazine: http://www.scottishpen.org/new-writing The theme this time is 'The Warming World’ and work should be sent by Monday 11 January 2010 to: pensubmissions@googlemail.com. 
Guidelines at: http://www.scottishpen.org/news/archive/call-for-submissions 

Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
National launch of CILIP’s Encompass positive action training scheme

http://www.cilip.org.uk/jobs-careers/qualifications/encompass/pages/default.aspx 
“On 8 December CILIP: the Chartered Institute of Library and Information Professionals will launch Encompass, a positive action trainee scheme to encourage black and minority ethnic community members to choose a career in library and information work.”

Further info at the above weblink.
Equality Bulletin 2 – Developments in equality legislation and implications for museums, archives and libraries
http://wales.gov.uk/docs/drah/publications/091208equalitybulletin2en.pdf
Really useful second CyMAL Bulletin which includes: 

· Key facts about the ratification of the United Nations Convention on Disability Rights and how this is relevant for museums, archives and libraries
· Summary details of the provisions of the UK Government Equality Bill
· News of opportunities to apply to CyMAL for funding to ensure that

· museums, archives and libraries are as barrier-free as possible for users, volunteers and employees
· A list of new equality resources. 
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

“Do or DI – the life and times of Digital Inclusion”

http://www.egovmonitor.com/node/31474 

Interesting and useful round-up of the year’s activities, written by Helen Milner, Managing Director, UK Online Centres.
Guidance for schools on preventing and responding to sexist, sexual and transphobic bullying
http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/eOrderingDownload/DCSF-01136-2009.pdf
This is the latest in the ‘Safe to Learn’ suite of anti-bullying guidance for schools. It outlines what school leaders and school staff can do to prevent and respond to sexist, sexual and transphobic bullying. The guidance aims to do two things: firstly, build understanding around what sexist, sexual and transphobic bullying is and how it is relevant to schools, and secondly provide schools with the information they need to prevent and tackle this form of bullying. This includes the development of whole school policy and effective practice.
DCSF Information and Signposting Project: Sharing the learning – taking Positive Activities information further

http://publications.everychildmatters.gov.uk/eOrderingDownload/DCSF-01077-2009.pdf 
This very brief report from DCSF summarises the Information and Signposting Project which has been working with twenty local authorities to assess how they can improve the signposting and information about Positive Activities for Young People. The conclusions are fairly obvious (and, sadly for us, do not see the central role that libraries, museums or archives could play):

“In many authorities the collection of positive activity information is dispersed across different departments with responsibilities for sport and leisure, libraries, youth services, extended schools and the anti social behaviour and youth crime agendas as well as those providing communications, marketing and IT support. 
To avoid problems associated with duplication, lack of compatibility, departmental insularity and the exclusion of third sector providers it is critical that authorities adopt a coordinated approach towards the gathering of positive activity information as the foundation of an integrated communications strategy.” [p4]
Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

Chatabout

http://www.readingagency.org.uk/adults/chatabout/ 
The Reading Agency have just launched Chatabout – “a free and unique new national network to support the growing number of reading groups for adults with literacy needs.” 

Down and out?
http://www.mungos.org/press_office/511_rough-sleeping-should-be-tackled-as-a-public-health-issue-concludes-a-new-report-published-today-by-st-mungo-s 

(Source: Inclusion e-briefing, via Christine Wright, DWP)

This is the “final report of St Mungo's Call for Evidence into mental health and street homelessness. It brings together expert evidence from more than 90 national and local organisations from across health, social care, housing, young people's services and homelessness agencies, who contributed between April and June this year.” It concludes that “rough sleeping should be tackled as a public health issue, with the Department of Health taking a lead on improving mental health services for vulnerable people.”
Health & Wellbeing issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

New horizons: a shared vision for mental health
http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/@dh/@en/documents/digitalasset/dh_109708.pdf
Much publicised vision document which outlines a cross-government programme of action to improve mental health and wellbeing, and improve the quality and accessibility of services for people with poor mental health.

NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.

Health & Wellbeing issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Report of the MLA London Skilled for Health Grants Programme 2009: a toolkit for library services and partners
http://www.mlalondon.org.uk/uploads/documents/MLAL_Report_of_SfH_Grants_Programme_FINAL.pdf 
(Source: email from Ann Wolfe, MLA London)

“MLA London has issued a new report about the outcomes of the Skilled for Health Grants Programme 2009. The grants enabled 15 London library services to offer tailored Skilled for Health courses, with embedded support for Skills for Life, to adult learners from disadvantaged communities.  Libraries developed partnerships with a range of local agencies including adult education providers, health professionals and the third sector, engaging learners from different communities including:

· Young parents with ESOL needs or low literacy levels 

· Learners from areas of high deprivation 

· Homeless service users 

· Learners from Black, Asian and minority ethnic communities 

· Hospital staff working in low paid jobs 

· Vulnerable older people 

· People with learning disabilities 

The report describes the benefits of Skilled for Health and lessons learned from the programme, with a case study from each library service.  We hope it will be a useful toolkit both for new projects and existing ones.

Benefits for learners include:

· Better knowledge of how to keep themselves and their families healthy and how to access health services 

· Opportunity to discuss health issues in a safe relaxed environment 

· Embedded support for literacy, language, numeracy and IT skills 

· Enjoyment of classes 

· Increased confidence.”

NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.

Disability issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government
The capacity of disability organisations to engage with public authorities
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/294571/0091086.pdf
One of three reports just published, which look at the impact that disability organisations are having.

“A range of examples of good practice in engagement by public authorities was given in the research; however there were many more examples of poor practice …” [p2]

The report identified a number of ways to improve:

“Disability organisations made a number of suggestions about how engagement policy and practice could be improved, including providing training for staff in both public authorities and disability organisations, to improve the skills needed for effective engagement; public authorities providing more support to disability organisations to enable them to engage; and better communication between public authorities and disability organisations.” [p3]

The other two reports in the series are:

· Mapping Scotland’s disability organisations, http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/294586/0091088.pdf 
· A resource guide to engagement standards, guidance and tool kits, http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/294561/0091084.pdf. 
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
“Britain needs an honest debate on population”
http://www.ippr.org/articles/?id=3810
Brief think-piece by Jill Rutter (originally posted at: http://www.leftfootforward.org/), looking at the latest National Statistics.  
Justice denied
http://justice-denied.torturecare.org.uk/Justice_Denied.pdf 

(Source: email from refed, http://www.refugeeeducation.co.uk/mailing.htm) 
New report from the Medical Foundation for the Care of Victims of Torture, which shows that women survivors of torture are being denied justice due to failures in countries around the world to uphold their human rights and to respond to their rehabilitation needs.
“The case histories of 100 women survivors of torture from 24 countries who sought asylum in the United Kingdom were reviewed in order to assess their experiences of torture and ill treatment and of accessing justice and rehabilitative help and support in their countries of origin. These women first sought the services of the Medical Foundation for the Care of Victims of Torture throughout a six month period in 2008 … The stark reality for these women is that of sexual torture …” [p3]
Exiled Ink 
www.exiledwriters.co.uk
The new issue of Exiled Ink magazine is now available – send £5 cheque to Exiled Writers Ink, 31 Hallswelle Road, London NW11 0DH – free for members.
Seeking refuge? A handbook for asylum-seeking women
http://www.rightsofwomen.org.uk/pdfs/ROW_Handbook.pdf 

(Source: ICAR Weekly Asylum Update, 4 December)

“We have written this book for asylum-seeking and refugee women and the organisations that support them in the UK. We wrote it because women who contacted us for legal advice and support did not understand how the asylum process worked and what their rights were.” [p8]

Thorough overview the asylum process, with pointers to appropriate sources of information and advice. 

Seeking support: a guide to the rights and entitlements of separated refugee and asylum seeking children

http://www.childrenslegalcentre.com/Resources/CLC/Documents/PDF%20A-M/Seeking%20Support%20Complete.pdf 
(Source: ICAR Weekly Asylum Update, 4 December)

“This guide is about the rights and entitlements of separated children in England, and provides advice to professionals on how to support young people in accessing those rights. Often described as unaccompanied children, these are children under 18 years of age who are outside their country of origin and separated from both parents or their legal/customary primary care-giver.” [p2]
Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

“First online: A guide to CAA”
http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageId=6463239 
The LGA has just published this handy introduction to the Comprehensive Area Assessment process.
Incidentally, if you scroll down the left-hand column of links, you’ll find one to “Reading Recovery” (http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageId=6253705) which describes Suffolk Libraries’ “Information on Prescription” services. 

“Oneplace”
http://oneplace.direct.gov.uk/pages/default.aspx 
The Audit Commission, Care Quality Commission, HM Inspectorates of Constabulary, Prisons and Probation and Ofsted are working together to provide an overview of quality of life in local areas. Searchable by area or postcode, and by organisation.
Broader issues – Other Agencies
Family trends: British families since the 1950s
http://www.familyandparenting.org/item/publication/77/1
(Source: Children & Young People Now 30 November)

New report that looks at the changing family, and urges politicians to think wider than the traditional, nuclear family.

NB Charged-for publication. 
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