The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 36, 2 November 2009 
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!
There is information about this key conference on our webpage, but just a reminder:

Refugee Council Policy Update Conference – From theory to practice: how asylum policy impacts on the refugee experience

5 Feb 2010, Holiday Inn Bloomsbury, Coram Street, London, WC1N 1HT
http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/eventsandtraining/conferences/conference2010/ 
Workshops at the Conference have just been announced – these are:
· Health access and entitlements
· Unaccompanied children in the asylum system

· Asylum support and destitution
· Detention, removals and returns
· After Status – the transition to mainstream services

· Limited leave and earned citizenship
· EU and international asylum policy.

Funding & Opportunities

World Language Books
www.worldlanguagebooks.com
The discount code for November 2009 is: promowlb83024.
Network members can receive a discount on purchases. 

Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Streetcorner universities and urban living-rooms: the contribution of public libraries to the prison service
http://www.seapn.org.uk/content_files/files/contribution_of_public_librariesoct09.doc
Quick and informal piece of research by Hilary Cashman (and added to The Network website with her permission). As Hilary says in her introduction to the report:

“In March 2009 I began to collect some examples of recent prison library development work, to produce this small and informal sample of what prison librarians do and why they do it … My aim was to illustrate some of the “added value” enabled by the Offender Library, Learning and Information Specification (OLLIS) since 2005, and to show how this good practice derives largely from the work of the public library service, because some of the main aims of the two services – public libraries and prisons - dovetail at the point of the prison library.”
Presentations from the Public Library Authorities Conference 2009
http://www.cilip.org.uk/groups/plg/pla2009/288p1a09.html
Key presentations (many of which looked at issues of social exclusion) are now available.
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

A test for racial discrimination in recruitment practice in British cities

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_607.asp
You’ve probably seen media coverage of this shocking new piece of research which shows clear evidence of racial discrimination based on people’s names (and assumptions about which ethnic group they may belong to).

The full report and technical appendices can be downloaded from the above weblink. 
Attitudes to age in Britain 2004-08
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/rports2009-2010/rrep599.pdf 

New research from DWP, which explores:

· “the importance of age to people’s self-concept, and what determines how they judge others as ‘young’ or ‘old’;

· beliefs that age prejudice and discrimination are a problem;

· personal experience of age discrimination;

· stereotypes that exist about older and younger people, and their implications;

· beliefs that the ageing population endangers employment prospects, access to services and resources, or endangers the culture and way of life of all people;

· the expression of age prejudice;

· beliefs that younger and older people share a single community and intergenerational divide.” [pp1-2]
Economic impact of training and education in basic skills: summary of evidence
http://www.dius.gov.uk/research_and_analysis/~/media/publications/B/BIS-RP-006
BIS (Department for Business, Innovation and Skills) have just published this Research Paper which “summarises the evidence on the impact of an adult’s possession of basic skills on their employment and earnings: on economic impact rather than wider benefits such as improvements in self-esteem or impact on children’s education for example.”

This provides key evidence for our arguments for the importance of supporting basic skills acquisition and development. 

Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation – 2009 general report 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/289599/0088642.pdf
Revised set of data which present a picture of multiple deprivation across Scotland.
NB file is 9.56 Mb.
Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

“Our Choices”
http://www.ourchoices.org.uk/
(Source: email from Christine Wright, DWP)

“On 20 October, the National Muslim Women’s Advisory Group launched “Our choices: new careers for Muslim women”,- a website, booklet and roadshow featuring real stories of a police officer, fire officer, nurse, engineer, store manager, rugby player, trade union official, journalist, artist, scientist, entrepreneur and humanitarian worker . The aim is to raise aspirations of Muslim girls and give them confidence to pursue their own dreams and ambitions.”
Spooked! How not to prevent violent extremism
http://www.irr.org.uk/pdf2/spooked.pdf 

New report from the Institute of Race Relations (based on research funded by the Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust), which argues that “there are strong reasons for thinking that the Prevent programme, in effect, constructs the Muslim population as a 'suspect community', fosters social divisions among Muslims themselves and between Muslims and others, encourages tokenism, facilitates violations of privacy and professional norms of confidentiality, discourages local democracy and is counter-productive in reducing the risk of political violence.”

Health & Wellbeing issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Arts to bridge the health gap”
http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=14341542
Profile of the work that Walsall Council and the NHS are doing to reach people via the arts. 
Promoting health literacy in libraries
http://research.mla.gov.uk/evidence/documents/MLA%20Research%20Briefing%208-%20Health%20literacy-30_10_09.pdf
Latest Research Briefing from MLA, this one looks at ‘what works’ in promoting health literacy (“Health literacy encompasses a complex set of skills that enables a person to read, understand and use health care information.”)

Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

Develop
http://www.developbromley.com/
(Source: email from Steve Cooksley, Develop)

“Develop … is an informal consortium of local organisations, mental health service providers, people with mental health problems and their families and associates all working together to promote social inclusion for people with mental health problems in the London Borough of Bromley.”

They include information on, for example, arts and culture; sports and leisure; spirituality and faith; work and employment; learning and skills; volunteering – and have a national as well as local focus.

[They got in touch to ask if they could link to The Network’s website – and if we would link to theirs, which I was happy to do!]
Disability issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Jodi Awards shortlist announced
http://www.jodiawards.org.uk/?item=1&itemoffset=1&unique_name=Jodi_Awards_news
The shortlist has just been announced – and the Award also has this smart new website!
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Forced inactivity and barriers to participation among refused asylum seekers
http://www.irr.org.uk/pdf2/PAFRAS_Briefing_Paper_12.pdf
New Briefing Paper from PAFRAS (Positive Action for Refugees and Asylum Seekers), which focuses on the deskilling of refused asylum-seekers.
Having your say: earning the right to stay – a new points test for citizenship
http://www.bemis.org.uk/MEMO+%20%20Earning%20The%20Right%20To%20Stay%20-%20A%20New%20Points%20Test%20For%20Citizenship.pdf
Although it’s now too late to send in comments, this Briefing on the new points system is well worth reading for background.

Incidentally, if you don’t see MEMO (Minority Ethnic Matters Overview) regularly, it’s well worth scanning for up-to-date info. MEMO is produced by the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities, in partnership with Black and Ethnic Minority Infrastructure in Scotland (BEMIS), and supported by the Scottish Government. 
States of conflict: a case study on statebuilding in Kosovo

http://www.ippr.org/publicationsandreports/publication.asp?id=710
New report from ippr, which “identifies key challenges to a successful and lasting transition from conflict to self-sustaining peace in Kosovo.”

Useful background for those of you working with refugees from Kosovo.

“Numbers game of population figures is not that simple”
http://www.ippr.org/articles/?id=3763 
Brief article from ippr, challenging the simplistic analyses that are being made about increases in the UK’s population and attributing these to migration. 

Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Improving a library service”
http://www.mla.gov.uk/librarysupport
New web resource from MLA, which draws together some case studies (Leicester, Lincolnshire, Newcastle, Staffordshire, Suffolk, Wigan), pulls out key themes, and provides useful links to other MLA resources (eg Roy Clare’s outline of the key factors that define a modern public library service).

Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

“Leading or lagging behind: where is the thought leadership in the culture, sport and leisure sector?”
http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=13458059
Very interesting piece from the IDeA, suggesting that there is a lack of “thought leadership” in our sector – “A thought leader is an individual of recognised authority who is willing to share their expertise in ways that benefit and inspire others. Not only do they suggest new approaches to old problems, but they encourage and reward creativity and innovation in others.”
Broader issues – Other Agencies
Learning through Life: Inquiry into the Future for Lifelong Learning – summary 

http://www.niace.org.uk/lifelonglearninginquiry/docs/IFLL-summary-english.pdf 
(Source: thanks to Philip Wark for alerting me to the summary version)

A brief summary of the “Learning through Life” Inquiry has just been published, the ten recommendations of which give us lots of hooks to hang our work on … 

The Cambridge Primary Review: Children, their world, their education:

final report and recommendations of the Cambridge Primary Review
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/policy/CambridgePrimaryReview.pdf 
Brief analysis of the Cambridge Primary Review by the National Literacy Trust, which is really helpful for getting a sense of the key recommendations and issues.
Early Reading Connects family involvement toolkit
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/earlyreadingconnects/toolkit.html
Further info about this important toolkit which is also available to download from the above weblink. 

And, finally …
Not quite what they meant?
From the Housing 101 Blog (http://housing-101.blogspot.com/2009/10/social-exclusion-concept-application.html): 
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