The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 35, 20 October 2009  
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!
“Living Ancestors”
Fran Devine (Manchester Libraries) has emailed to recommend this:

“We had a fascinating talk last week by Gabrielle Le Roux, who is an artist. She lived for many years in Dominica in the Caribbean, where a high number of people, particularly women, live to be over 100. She did portraits of 10 female centenarians, which are collectively titled Living Ancestors, and gave a presentation about the women for one of our Black History Month events. Other librarians and schools might well be interested in asking Gabrielle to visit them and to repeat the talk. The paintings have already been shown at the Museum of Docklands in London, as well as in Dominica and in Africa. If anyone would like to get in touch with Gabrielle, she can be reached on livingancestors@gmail.com. 

We had a very receptive audience of people with Caribbean roots as well as people from elsewhere so I'd really recommend asking Gabrielle to visit other libraries. She was accompanied by her son Be, who is a hip hop artist and writer and who presented a few of his songs as well, and these too went down very well with everyone present.”

There is further info about “Living Ancestors” (from when the Museum of London Docklands hosted an exhibition by Gabrielle earlier this year) at:

http://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/English/AboutUs/Newsroom/Living+Ancestors.htm. 
Enquiry answered
Books in Nepali
In the last Ebulletin, I asked if anyone could help with additional sources of supply, and Hilary Wheelton (Oxfordshire Libraries) has replied:

Bright Books of Rochdale do a rental service for books in other languages, and can supply books in Nepalese. The website is www.brightbooks.co.uk. 
Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Social Inclusion through Media Projects”
http://www.slideshare.net/sounddelivery/social-inclusion-through-media-projects 
Jude Habib (Sound Delivery), Lucie Fitton and Paul Clifford (Museum of London) ran a session at the Museums Association Conference, and the presentation can be viewed at the above weblink.

Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

DCSF: Children with Special Educational Needs 2009: an analysis

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/STA/t000851/index.shtml 
“The Special Educational Needs (SEN) Information Act (2008) required the Secretary of State to publish information about children in England with special educational needs to help improve the well-being of these children.

This new annual statistical publication was developed to meet the requirements of the Act. This publication includes a wealth of new information on pupils with SEN alongside further interpretation of existing findings. The majority of the new analysis includes breakdowns of existing information by primary SEN type.”

Building cohesive communities: what frontline staff and community activists need to know
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1357439.pdf
New guidance from DCLG.

NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.
Beyond tolerance: making sexual orientation a public matter
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/research/beyond_tolerance.pdf
Key new report from EHRC, which sets out how to mainstream work around sexual orientation.

NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.
Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

“Tackle Homophobia”

http://www.tacklehomophobia.com/ 
(Source: PHF Newsletter, Autumn 2009)

Funded by PHF, “The Tackle Homophobia website provides schools with practical ‘tried and tested’ strategies for tackling homophobia and homophobic bullying. It is part of a Tacade project supporting primary and secondary schools in four areas of the United Kingdom (UK). Tacade, a national charity promoting the health and wellbeing of children and young people, has been supporting schools to tackle homophobia and create a safer more inclusive school environment for several years.”
Getting back on track …
http://www.philanthropycapital.org/research/research_reports/education/NEETS.aspx?dm_i=59B,21K6,KFN57,6IPR,1
New report from New Philanthropy Capital, which can be downloaded from the weblink above (you need to log onto the site first).

It is primarily aimed at charities and funders, but includes a good overview of who young people who are NEET are and the current initiatives to bring them into education, employment and training. 
Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

“Right Here”
http://www.phf.org.uk/news.asp?id=531&year=2009&pageno=2&dm_i=876,23E6,13AR3H,6P3T,1
(Source: PHF Newsletter, Autumn 2009)

“Four pilot sites have been selected for funding under Right Here, the joint Special Initiative between PHF and the Mental Health Foundation.

Right Here aims to develop new ways of working to address the mental health needs of young people aged 16-25. The period of transition between teenage and adulthood has been identified as a key period of vulnerability for young people, during which the mental health services available do not meet their requirements. In particular, Right Here aims to locate mental health services in the places where young people spend their time, and to promote positive mental health to young people ...”

The four selected are:

· Brighton & Hove – lead organisation: Hove YMCA
· Newham – lead organisation: New Choices for Youth Trust
· Rural Fermanagh – lead organisation: Youth Action
· Sheffield – lead organisation: Sheffield YMCA.
The really useful book of learning and earning 

http://shop.niace.org.uk/ 
Developed by experts in the field of mental health and published by NIACE this guide “is designed specifically to support people experiencing mental health difficulties who wish to return to work, volunteering or learning.”

Further info at above weblink.

NB charged-for publication at £100 for a box of 50.  

Disability issues – Other Agencies 
Open Britain
(Source: email from Simon Wallace, Southend Libraries)

“In July this year, three leading charities - Tourism for All, RADAR and Shopmobility - came together to launch Open Britain, a one stop shop for people looking to find accessible tourism and leisure options.”

http://www.oneandall.org.uk/open_britain.php 
RADAR are going to publish their guidebook, Open Britain, in November 2009 (ISBN: 9780851014425) priced £9.99. This guide will combine previous titles Easy access Britain, Where to stay and There and back to form a completely new title. Watch the RADAR website for more info, http://www.radar.org.uk/radarwebsite/tabid/0/default.aspx. 
Migration issues – News 
“Children made ‘sick with fear’ in UK immigration detention centres”
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2009/oct/13/children-immigration-detention-health
Just in case you haven’t seen this (and there was similar coverage elsewhere).
“Journeys and justice: forced migration, seeking asylum, and human rights”
29 Jan 2010, University of Leeds
www.geog.leeds.ac.uk/research/conferences/journeys-and-justice.html. 

(Source: Migrants Rights News, Oct 2009, http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/downloads/newsletters/MRN_Newsletter_Oct09.pdf) 

“This conference will examine the journeys of forced migrants ... A key part of the conference will be to debate better solutions to the problems of injustice and human rights denial that so often taint the journeys of forced migrants ...” 

For conference registration (£40 full cost, £20 reduced cost, + limited bursaries): please see registration form at above weblink.

Closing date for registration is 1 December 2009.
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
“Open See”
http://www.photonet.org.uk/index.php?pxid=956
The Photographers' Gallery, 16 - 18 Ramillies Street, London W1F 7LW 

16 October 2009 - 17 January 2010
(Source: email from refed, http://www.refugeeeducation.co.uk/index.html) 

“Open See documents the experiences of people who travel from war torn, socially and economically devastated countries, to make new lives in Europe. They have left often violent, oppressive, poverty-stricken or AIDS ravaged communities, in search of stability and the promise of a better future. Originating from Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe and the Middle East, these ‘new Europeans’ have met violence and brutality as well as hope and liberation in their new homes …”
Young asylum seekers: what help do they need to plan learning and work?
http://www.crac.org.uk/crac_new/pdfs/asylum_briefing_2009.pdf
(Source: email from refed, http://www.refugeeeducation.co.uk/index.html) 

“Young asylum-seekers, whether here with their families or on their own, face particular difficulties in making career plans, caused in part by the timing of the decisions about their refugee status which cut across secondary and further education transitions. But the greatest challenge of all is that they do not know what they are planning for. Will they get leave to remain when they reach the age of 18?”

This briefing, drawn from a PHF-funded project, looks at what young people need to be offered in terms of advice and support.
“Immigration and social justice”
http://www.neiu.edu/~acdevelo/Heritage_Conferences.html 
The Northeastern Illinois University runs an Annual Heritage Conference, and this year’s was on this theme.

General info is at the above weblink, and there’s also:

· An academic booklist on immigration, http://www.neiu.edu/~acdevelo/Heritage_Conferences_files/academic%20book%20list%20on%20immigration-danny%20postel.pdf
· A resource list of films and fiction, http://www.neiu.edu/~acdevelo/Heritage_Conferences_files/book%20list%20on%20immigration.pdf
· Resource list on immigration, http://www.neiu.edu/~acdevelo/Heritage_Conferences_files/film%20list%20on%20immigration.pdf. 

Bilal’s bread
And finally, I’ve just read this extraordinarily moving story. Bilal is a 16 year-old Kurdish refugee settled in the US. He and his family are struggling, not only as refugees and in poverty, but because Bilal realises that he’s gay – and there are some terrible family secrets to confront before he can really begin his new life …

Details are:

Sulayman X. Bilal’s bread. Alyson Books, 2005 (ISBN: 978-1-55583-861-4).

(If you are tempted to buy it, you could always order it from Amazon via The Network bookshop: http://www.seapn.org.uk/shop.asp?page_id=79). 
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