The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 33, 2 October 2009
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!
Latest include:

The First Get Into Reading Conference
http://www.seapn.org.uk/editorial.asp?page_id=21&page=5 
8-9 January 2010, Liverpool
(Source: email from Jen Tomkins, The Reader Organisation)

As Jen’s email says: “Bringing together Get Into Reading facilitators from across the country, individuals interested in developing Get Into Reading in their organisation/area, readers, authors, researchers, funders and partner organisations, we want to discuss with you how to build upon the success of Get Into Reading … We want to talk about:

· National Development of Get Into Reading

· Developing our Read to Lead Training

· Current and developing research projects

· What Get Into Reading facilitators need

· How to reach more readers

This is also a call for papers and workshop ideas. Please send your proposals to clairespeer@thereader.org.uk.”  

Enquiry
DVDs in Arabic
Fran Devine from Manchester Libraries asked the following via the lis-pub-libs elist, but didn’t get any responses – have you any ideas? If you have, please could you email Fran (f.devine@manchester.gov.uk) and also copy in John (john@nadder.org.uk), and I’ll pull together and circulate suggestions. 

Has anyone bought any DVDs in Arabic? Our Arabic books issue very well, and we were thinking of offering feature films in Arabic if we could find them. I know there's a big film industry in Egypt at least, let alone any other Arabic-speaking countries. Any information on how to find these films and buy them for renting out to library borrowers would be very welcome.
Enquiry answered
Driving Theory Test books in community languages
Fran has also emailed to say that “new editions of the theory test in both Pushto and Dari will be available in about a fortnight's time. You can see details of this and other books of interest to Afghan and other readers on his website, www.afmartlanguage.co.uk.” 

Added to the suppliers list on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/editorial.asp?page_id=40. 
Funding & Opportunities

World Language Books
http://www.worldlanguagebooks.com/ 
Just a reminder that World Language Books allows a discount for Network members; the code for October 2009 is: promowlb76231
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Extension of Sure Start
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2009_0162
(Source: STV Bulletin 50 – thanks to David Owen)

The Children’s Secretary, Ed Balls, launched Sure Start Week on 14 September by announcing that the scheme was to be extended to include disadvantaged two year olds and that £26 million was to be made available to Booktrust for 2009-2011 with £18 million allocated to provide 12 million books for 0-3 year olds.
 
Child Poverty
http://www.c4eo.org.uk/themes/poverty/default.aspx?dm_i=7SL,22RI,12Q3JN,6N5A,1
C4EO has child poverty as its fifth theme, and has published a range of resources (including presentations from their Conference) at the above weblink. 
Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

National Information Forum News Briefing no.14, October 2009 
http://www.nif.org.uk/Newsletter%20No%2014%20Oct%2009.pdf
Latest Briefing which includes a wide range of useful news and updates.
Disability issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
The Diskettes Reading Group
http://www.seapn.org.uk/content_files/files/the_diskettes_reading_group.doc 

(Source: email from Greg Simmonds, Southend Borough Libraries)

“The Diskettes is a reading group for visually impaired people that I set up in September 2008, working in partnership with Southend Blind Welfare Organisation (SBWO) and the Royal National Institute for the Blind (RNIB). We meet once a month at Southend Central Library.”
Ulverscroft/IFLA Awards.

http://www.foundation.ulverscroft.com/award809.htm
http://www.ifla.org/en/news/the-ulverscroft-best-practice-awards
(Source: STV Bulletin 51, from David Owen)

The Ulverscroft Foundation has once again renewed its funding of the IFLA Libraries Serving Persons with Print Disabilities Section’s best practice awards for up to £20,000. “Awards are available to both individual and organisations and provide a fantastic opportunity for personal and organisational development.” 
However, since the programme started in 2003, there have been very few applications from the UK. As David notes: “It is also important to point out that the awards are not designed to cater solely for special libraries for the blind but are open to all libraries which wish to improve their services to print disabled people.”

The closing date for applications is 31 December 2009.

Migration issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Southend’s Polish Arts Festival
http://www.polishartsfestival.co.uk:80/polski_picnic.html
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

Simon reports that this was a very successful first Polish Arts Festival – details at the above weblink.
Migration issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

April-June 2009 local authority level WRS data

http://www.lga.gov.uk/populationresearch 

(Source: LGA, http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/aio/4162899) 

“The April-June 2009 local authority level worker registration scheme (WRS) data from the Home Office is now available. This information will not only enable you to discover more about your changing local population, but is invaluable in planning services. New migrant employment patterns can be viewed, including seasonal working, which is essential in building up local economic and employment knowledge. Please note that this information is only available to those with a .gov.uk email address.”
NB: as I don’t have a .gov.uk email address, I haven’t been able to look at this!
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Migration and community cohesion: community development responses
(Source: email from Jessica Mullen, author of this briefing)

http://www.cdf.org.uk//c/document_library/get_file?uuid=c2c44b12-092b-4b32-9ee5-e741e5ffde4a&groupId=10128 

This is a new briefing from the Community Development Foundation, which looks at the role that community development can play in community cohesion, and which looks specifically at:

· The challenge of building community cohesion in areas with transitory migrant populations 

· How CD approaches can bridge language barriers 

· The difficulties involved in gaining access to migrants in isolated areas 

· The ongoing issue of responding to tensions triggered by negative and inaccurate media reporting 

· The effects of the recession on migration and community cohesion. 
“Migrant Cities”
http://www.britishcouncil.org/livingtogether-projects-working-across-borders-multilateral-projects-migrant-cities.htm
The full results of this research programme are now available at the above weblink.

“The British Council, working in partnership with ippr, has linked researchers and migration experts across Europe to explore cultural and social phenomena associated with European migration. They have worked together to conduct a comparative research initiative, exploring experiences of migration and the role of intercultural dialogue in Glasgow, Cardiff, Nottingham, Bucharest, Tirana, Athens, Nicosia and Istanbul. The cities represented in the Migrant Cities study reflect the full spectrum of migration contexts: Tirana and Bucharest shaped by the emigration and return of their own citizens; migrants in Nicosia affected by the city’s broader political context; Istanbul and Athens standing as regional migration crossroads; and Nottingham, Cardiff and Glasgow experiencing huge diversity as they attract migrants of all kinds from all over Europe and beyond.”

“Communicating Migration”
http://www.ippr.org/research/teams/project.asp?id=3700
ippr have just launched a major research project into public attitudes to migration, starting with a regional study of the West Midlands.

Asylum and humanitarian protection for lesbian, gay and bisexual (LGB) people
http://www.stonewall.org.uk/documents/stoasylum_guide.pdf 
Stonewall have just produced this brief guide to “help individuals and those who work with asylum seekers to more fully understand the asylum process for claims based on sexual orientation.”
Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Sustainability
http://www.museumsassociation.org/16331
Just in case you haven’t seen this, the MA has a page of links and information about sustainability – which they take a broad view of, and include ‘social sustainability’ including community engagement.
Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Comprehensive Area Assessment – an introductory guide
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Downloads/generalCAAleaflet.pdf
New leaflet from the Audit Commission, outlining what the CAA is.
Broader issues – Other Agencies
“Issues Today”
http://www.independence.co.uk/issues-today.htm 
Just in case you haven’t seen this, the popular “Issues” series has a sister series, “Issues Today”, aimed at 11-14 year-olds. New titles include: Racial discrimination, Body image, Abortion, Citizenship and identity. Further info at the above weblink. 

Recession and recovery: how UK cities can respond and drive the recovery
http://www.theworkfoundation.com/assets/docs/publications/220_UK%20Recession_Recovery_Cities-The%20Work%20Foundation.pdf
(Source: LGA, http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/aio/4162899) 

New report from the Work Foundation, which “shows that, low skill cities are struggling the most with unemployment. With a focus on 12 UK cities, the research shows which groups are most affected, explaining why some cities are suffering more and highlighting what could change their future prospects. The 12 cities studied in the UK report are Belfast, Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff, Chelmsford, Derby, Glasgow, Liverpool, Manchester, Newcastle, Oxford and Swindon.”
“Rebuilding the economy – the role of literacy”
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/About/NLTperspective.html?dm_i=73S,21DL,OVPOL,6I4S,1#September 
This month’s “Viewpoint” from Jonathan Douglas, Director of the National Literacy Trust, looks at the key role of literacy and (as in the previous item) stresses the need to tackle skills shortages.
The NLT also launched their Manifesto for Literacy in September – see: http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/manifesto/manifestoforliteracyfullversion.pdf. 
“Living Places”
http://www.regen.net:80/bulletins/Communities-Bulletin/InDepth/941110/cultural-evangelist---Roy-Clare-chairman-Living-Places/?DCMP=EMC-Communities%20Bulletin 

(Source: email from Helen Carpenter) 

Interview with Roy Clare (in his role as Chair of “Living Places”) in which he stresses the need for culture to be at the heart of regeneration. 

For more info about “Living Places”, see: www.living-places.org.uk (although I couldn’t get the weblink to work, so found info at: http://www.mla.gov.uk/what/programmes/living_places). 
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