The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 31, 2 September 2009
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!
Funding & Opportunities

Signpost directory of leaflet suppliers
(Source: email from Jenny Harman, L B Camden)

“If you manage a public information leaflet collection you will find the new 
edition of our directory of use. Signpost Directory of Leaflet Suppliers (20th 
edition, ISBN 1 900846 23 3) lists over 370 leaflet publishers, in both 
government departments and the voluntary sector.  It includes full contact 
details for ordering leaflets and a comprehensive subject index, covering law, 
welfare rights, family, employment, money, health, housing, education, older 
people and travel. 
Price is £20 per copy (or free for full subscribers to Signpost (formerly FRILLS) Leaflet Service) – contact us for more details at signpostls@camden.gov.uk.” 
Health & Wellbeing issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Health Profiles
http://www.apho.org.uk/default.aspx?RID=49802
(Source: National Youth Agency Health News Summary, 21 August)

The Association of Public Health Observatories has just produced Health Profiles which “provide a snapshot of health for each local council in England using key health indicators, which enables comparison locally, regionally and over time. They are designed to help local councils and the NHS decide where to target resources and tackle health inequalities in their local area.”
Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

The Meningitis Trust – updated website 
http://www.meningitis-learning.org/ 

(Source: National Youth Agency Health News Summary, 21 August)

 “The Meningitis Trust has recently updated its website for young people.  ‘The Zone’ is designed for any young person who has had meningitis themselves or been affected by it in some way. The site gives information on all aspects of meningitis as well as the free help and support provided by the Meningitis Trust.” 

Disability issues – Other Agencies 
Towards an inclusive health service: a report into the availability of health information for blind and partially sighted people
http://www.rnib.org.uk/xpedio/groups/public/documents/publicwebsite/public_research_brief.doc 
(Source: Share the Vision Bulletin, 47)

As part of their “Access to Health” work-stream, RNIB has just published a report on the provision of health information of all kinds to visually impaired people. The research shows just how inadequate provision is – for example, 95% were not asked what format they needed even though health professionals were aware of their sight problems.
“Speaking for ourselves – an oral history of people with cerebral palsy”
http://www.speakingforourselves.org.uk/?dm_i=6J4,1OXD,R3LUG,5E17,1 
(Source: Scope Early Years Update, September 2009)
A video and podcast are available to download from this website, and there is also available a teachers’ pack to support work by pupils at Key Stages 3 and 4 studying History, English and Citizenship.
“Book Brunch” opinion piece on large print book publishing
http://www.bookbrunch.co.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2813:opinion-focus-on-books-a-great-initiative-in-need-of-fine-tuning&catid=924:publishing&Itemid=116
(Source: Share the Vision Bulletin, 49)

Interesting article about developments – and gaps – in large print publishing. It was followed by a response by the FOCUS Project and RNIB – see: http://www.bookbrunch.co.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2920:focus-a-response&catid=924:publishing&Itemid=116. 
Migration issues – News 
“Ministers under fire for locking up immigrant children”
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2009/aug/30/ministers-under-fire-immigrant-children
Just one example of the recent media coverage of the news that children are being detained; as The Guardian says:

“Ministers were facing accusations today that hundreds of children are being held unnecessarily in immigration detention centres as official figures revealed, for the first time, that 470 minors were being detained with their families.

The figures, made public following pressure from children's rights groups and MPs, showed most were under five.

Many were from troubled countries such as Zimbabwe, Sudan, Sri Lanka and Democratic Republic of Congo.

The UK has one of the worst records in Europe for detaining children, but accurate figures on how many are held, or for how long, have remained elusive.”
“Dramatic fall in migration figures exposes the scaremongering of anti-immigration groups, says ippr”
http://www.ippr.org/pressreleases/?id=3694
Thinktank ippr commenting on the latest Government figures which show that net migration to the UK dropped by 44% in 2008. 
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
“Ten reasons why migrants are not the problem”
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/uploads/TenReasons_DannyDorling.ppt 

(Source: Runnymede’s August update)

“Drawing on his chapter for Who cares about the white working class? (http://www.runnymedetrust.org/uploads/publications/pdfs/WhoCaresAboutTheWhiteWorkingClass-2009.pdf), Danny Dorling gave a lecture on ten reasons why immigrants are not the problem at the Marxism 2009 conference in London.”

Refugee Action Destitution Campaign
http://www.refugee-action.org.uk/campaigns/destitution/default.aspx
Just a reminder of Refugee Action’s Destitution Campaign – the website includes basic facts, plus resources and some personal stories.
Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
CILIP Umbrella papers
http://www.cilip.org.uk/specialinterestgroups/bysubject/communityservices/events/Umbrella+papers.htm
The Community Services Group have made available some of the papers given at this year’s Umbrella Conference, including:

Debi Boden, University of Worcester - Information Literacy for every one with SMILE -The online writing skills and information literacy programme for academic and public libraries 

Anne Brown, Bradford Library - Including the excluded: integrating service users with profound and multiple learning disabilities - Care Trust users are enrolling on an IT project 

Dr John Crawford, Scottish Literacy Project - Taking information literacy outside of the 'library': the Scottish Information Literacy Project - How the Project has expanded  

Kevin Harris, Local Level and Linda Constable, Freelance Consultant - The Living Library: how to borrow real life experience - The Living Library can be used in so many different ways 

Kevin Harris, Local Level - Less 'professional', more value-based? Building on principles of social justice and community cohesion

John Vincent, The Network - What are libraries doing about social justice and community cohesion? What sort of actions should libraries be taking?  
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