The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 30, 10 August 2009 
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!
Latest include:

“I am not a statistic”
http://www.seapn.org.uk/editorial.asp?page_id=21&e_id=308&page=2
(Source: email from Andy Johnson, Liverpool Libraries)

"Wild Woman, Tollington Press and Inclusion are pleased to premier a conference organised and presented by a diverse group of unemployed people from across England who have come together to present their stories, offer hopeful solutions and inspire us with a Manifesto of Possibility …”
Funding & Opportunities

“Reading for Pleasure” resources
http://www.niace.org.uk/RfP-order-form?utm_source=RfP-email-Plain&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Reading-for-Pleasure
NIACE have free “Reading for Pleasure” resources available – order online at the above weblink.

Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Inspiring Communities projects
http://www.lgcplus.com/children-and-education/latest-childrens-services-and-education-news/inspiring-communities-projects-named/5004789.article
The Government has just announced those areas that are to receive the £10m funding for activities designed to raise the aspirations of disadvantaged young people. The 15 Inspiring Communities projects are based in Barking and Dagenham, Barnsley, Blackburn with Darwen, Bolton, Bradford, Bristol, Cumbria, Kent, Lancashire, Manchester, Norfolk, North East Lincolnshire, Rotherham, South Tyneside and Stoke-on-Trent – fuller details are available at the above weblink.
Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

What’s it got to do with you?
http://www.stonewall.org.uk/media/current_releases/3491.asp?dm_i=606956185
Stonewall have produced this 10-point plain English guide to help employers and service providers explain to their staff and service-users why monitoring information is being collected

“Building the evidence base for mentoring and befriending”
http://www.mandbf.org.uk/resources/research/
(Source: National Youth Agency eYPU Issue 264, 22 July 2009)
The Mentoring & Befriending Foundation has just published a series of research summaries that demonstrate the impact of mentoring and befriending within different sectors – these include:

· Young people in or leaving care

· Asylum seekers, refugees and migrants

· Older people

· Disabled people.
Disability issues – Other Agencies 
Stories in the Air
http://www.learnbsl.org/Stories_in_the_Air/About_Stories_in_the_Air.html 

(Source: English Heritage “Our Place” update 20 July)

Just in case you haven’t come across this resource before:
“Its aims and objectives are to promote the study, practice and knowledge of signed storytelling in the Deaf community; to promote self-esteem and creative expression of deaf school children; to address the necessity of parents being able to communicate with their deaf babies; and to develop their early literacy skills. Its primary aim is to introduce deaf babies and toddlers to starter picture books, and to improve the reading, creative story-making and communication skills of deaf children from pre-school upward.”
Migration issues – News 
“Government slashes support to asylum seekers awaiting a decision”

http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk:80/news/news/2009/july/20090730.htm 
(Source: Refugee Council Newsletter 31 July)

“The government has announced that it is cutting its cash support to destitute asylum seekers waiting for a decision. Currently, single asylum seekers over the age of 25 receive £42.16 a week, which is 70% less than a single person over the age of 25 who is resident in the UK. The government is planning to reduce this to £35.15 per week from October, leaving asylum seekers with only £5 per day to live on.”
Migration issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Stories old and new: migration and identity in the UK heritage sector
http://www.ippr.org:80/publicationsandreports/publication.asp?id=682
New report from ippr for the Migration Museum Working Group, available to download from the above webpage. This paper makes the case for representation of migration in the heritage sector.

Polish language advice service at Southend Central Library
http://www.southend.gov.uk/content.asp?section=318&content=12208 
News release to coincide with the anniversary of Southend Libraries’ service. 

Southend are also having a major Polish Arts Festival in September – see: http://www.polishartsfestival.co.uk/Home.html. 
Migration issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Migration Impacts Fund
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1277459
“A £70m Migration Impacts Fund, financed by a levy on migrants, will be used to tackle illegal working practices and reduce local pressure on public services …”
“On the home front”
http://www.lgcplus.com:80/children-and-education/childrens-services/on-the-home-front/5004566.article 

(Source: Refugee Council News Review, 18-31 July)

Positive article in the Local Government Chronicle, looking at how two local authorities (Kensington & Chelsea and Kent) work with young asylum-seekers. 
Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Renaissance in the Regions” Review
http://www.mla.gov.uk/what/programmes/renaissance/~/media/Files/pdf/2009/Renaissance_Review_Report
The Review has just been published, and is available along with MLA’s response (http://www.mla.gov.uk/what/programmes/renaissance/~/media/Files/pdf/2009/MLA_Renaissance_Response_final) and MLA’s Action Plan (http://www.mla.gov.uk/what/programmes/renaissance/~/media/Files/pdf/2009/MLA_Museum_ActionPlan_final). 

The Action Plan is particularly key, as it sets out MLA’s 10 Actions to be taken to implement the Review’s recommendations, including:

“Working with Arts Council England, English Heritage, Sport England and others, MLA will help to shape the contribution of the sector to regional policies, particularly the role that museums, alongside libraries and archives, have to play in place-making and building strong communities.” [p11]
Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Regional Trends
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/regionaltrends41/
“Regional Trends is an annual report painting a statistical picture of areas within the UK, to assist in understanding the complex relationships between locations and the people who live there.” Latest summaries include:

· Children & young people

· Women in business

· Yorkshire & the Humber

· East Midlands

· East of England

· Understanding patterns of deprivation.
“Generations Together”
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2009_0140
(Source: National Youth Agency e-youthaction, 52, August 2009)

DCSF have announced the 12 projects across England, that have been awarded grants as part of a £5.5 million cross-Government scheme to promote intergenerational volunteering and encourage meaningful interaction between young and old generations.

They are: Ealing (London); Gateshead (North East); Hammersmith and Fulham (London); Luton (East of England); Northamptonshire (East Midlands); Manchester (North West) ; Plymouth (South West); Portsmouth (South East); Reading (South East); Somerset (South West); Wakefield (Yorkshire and Humber); Worcestershire (West Midlands). 
Broader issues – Other Agencies
Silver Surfers’ Day 2009 Report
http://dnc.digitalunite.com/2009/07/15/recommended-summer-reading-silver-surfers-day-report/
Links to the summary and full versions of the report of this year’s SSD.

SSD 2010 will be on 21 May 2010.

Public Library Journal
Finally (and thanks to Liz Chapman for sending me the links), PLJ is continuing to put articles online nine months after print-publication. The latest include:
Live and loud in Lancashire: Stewart Parsons recounts the ongoing success of Lancashire’s Get it Loud in Libraries project, an innovative programme of rock and pop gigs in public library settings
http://www.cilip.org.uk/NR/rdonlyres/BD749D82-FCAF-4B50-B372-19AE9B67DF9B/0/plj232parsons.pdf


Medicine for the soul: In the first of a three-part series, Liz Brewster explores the rise of bibliotherapy and its role in the modern public library
http://www.cilip.org.uk/NR/rdonlyres/4F06AF36-05EF-45FC-8E49-7666C8909403/0/plj232brewster.pdf


Reading the game: Tom Palmer highlights ways of using sport to encourage boys to read more and provides a very personal case study
http://www.cilip.org.uk/NR/rdonlyres/1D2FD0D5-E673-49BF-94CC-B08993839B3A/0/plj232palmer.pdf


People, places and relationships: Helen Carpenter reports on her international findings exploring the role of public libraries in multicultural relationships and reflects on opportunities and challenges in the UK
http://www.cilip.org.uk/NR/rdonlyres/069D6A9F-AD50-43B1-A1D1-F1C1B14BDCE1/0/plj232carpenter.pdf


Play it by ear: Eileen Hyder shares her research findings on reading groups for visually-impaired people, and makes recommendations for provision
http://www.cilip.org.uk/NR/rdonlyres/078583C3-1C05-421D-86BB-42A9F116D2C8/0/plj232hyder.pdf


From Mecca to the Midlands: Nikki Bi demonstrates how working with the private sector has helped to deliver a successful grassroots writing project for Muslim communities
http://www.cilip.org.uk/NR/rdonlyres/D795980E-BDBF-4DAF-8569-8298E5312713/0/plj232bi.pdf


Informing the future: PLJ spoke to Roy Clare about the prospects for the public library sector over the coming decade.  This article reports the main points of our discussion, including the People's Network, performance measurement and the new MLA Action Plan
http://www.cilip.org.uk/NR/rdonlyres/DA6AD610-07E8-4F08-8EC6-767793A6ED41/0/plj232clare.pdf


Do we have values for what we do?  In his regular column, John Vincent considers what values public libraries need to have to tackle social exclusion and develop community engagement successfully
http://www.cilip.org.uk/NR/rdonlyres/7DDDDF3A-6AE3-46CF-9AA1-7B2CB6CF376F/0/plj232vincent.pdf
In addition, sample articles from the Spring 2009 issue are also available:

Turning Japanese: Matthew Imrie introduces the manga phenomenon, offering suggestions for collection development and management, events and running a manga group
http://www.cilip.org.uk/NR/rdonlyres/71FA5A39-DBBD-45C0-AE9C-B0E728558B2E/0/plj241imrie.pdf


Narrowing the gap: Judy Goodson shares the experiences of Bridging the Gap, a unique project run by Staffordshire Library and Information Services which has demonstrated how library services can support young people with learning difficulties in their move to independence
http://www.cilip.org.uk/NR/rdonlyres/7F28EA9B-B59B-4AAD-ADF7-044BF9D0405B/0/plj241goodson.pdf


Matches made in Essex: Elaine Adams, June Turner and Annastasia Ward describe how a commissioning process is helping to match capacity for development with service priorities
http://www.cilip.org.uk/NR/rdonlyres/4D681C6A-6C2D-4ACA-B084-FEB801B448E0/0/plj241adams.pdf


Raising awareness: Simon Wallace reflects on a series of successful mental health training courses for Southend Libraries staff - and on the wider benefits of partnership work with training provider, Rethink Good Companions
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