The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 29, 24 July 2009
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!
Latest include:

Refugee Oral and Community History Discussion Forum

http://www.seapn.org.uk/editorial.asp?page_id=21&e_id=304&page=1 
Wednesday 10 Sep 2009, 2.30pm—4.30pm

Location: The Resource Centre, Holloway Road, N7 6PA

Funding & Opportunities

EU Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion
See for example: http://www.eapn.eu/content/view/65/34/lang,en/ 
Just in case you haven’t seen this, next year could give us opportunities for developing our work.
Reminder – Jodi Awards 2009 – call for nominations
http://www.culture24.org.uk/spliced/online+collections/art69556 
Nominations are now being sought for the Jodi Awards 2009. The awards are for museums, galleries, libraries, archives, arts organisations and heritage venues that use digital technology to widen access to information, collections learning and creativity for disabled people. 
Setting the Pace new grants now open

(Source: MLA News Bulletin 17 July)

“MLA has opened a grants programme, open to applications from museums, libraries and archives across England. The People’s Record Phase 2 has grants available as part the MLA’s programme for the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games.

 

The People’s Record has grants of £1,000 and £4,000 to support partnership projects exploring the following themes:

 

· Health, Sport & Wellbeing 

· Changing Places 

· Young People’s Aspirations 

 

These cross cutting themes enable museums, libraries and archives to make new partnerships. We are seeking projects demonstrating a diversity of opinion and experience.

 

The People’s Record will be a national community archive of people’s responses to hosting the Games.  MLA funding will support a network of schemes, built on partnerships between museums, libraries and archives and community groups.  MLA is particularly keen to encourage projects which develop participation by disabled persons or increase disability representation. Projects will discover, create and celebrate community records: documents, photographs, film, sound, oral history and artwork.  Projects will ensure that these records are archivable in the long term.  MLA will provide training and guidance and is developing the online platform to promote access to project records. The grant aided projects will take place between September 2009 and March 2010.

 

Grant materials are available at: http://www.mla.gov.uk/what/programmes/setting_pace/peoples%20record
The closing date is Friday 25 September 2009.” 

Further information from: Vanessa Harbar, Project Manager for 2012, tel: 0121 345 7331 vanessa.harbar@mla.gov.uk.
Exiled Ink Magazine

Deadline: end of September 2009. Send to: jennifer@exiledwriters.fsnet.co.uk. 
“Submissions welcome for the forthcoming issue:

· Poetry
· Short stories – no longer than 1600 words approximately
· Articles – no longer than 1600 words approximately
· Reviews - between 500 and 800 words.

1) Check your work carefully before sending it.

2) Keep to the word count - We cannot shorten your work for you.”
Big Lottery Fund’s Reaching Communities programme
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/pr_140709_eng_rc_big_turns_the_page_for_children?regioncode=-uk&status=theProg&title=BIG%20turns%20the%20page%20for%20children%20with%20learning%20difficulties 

Over £5.5 million has been awarded to voluntary and community organisations working with some of the most vulnerable and socially excluded people across England. 

This includes:

“Bag Books has been awarded £170,561 for its Telling Tales Project. The project aims to train librarians across England in multi-sensory storytelling to give them the skills and confidence to provide storytelling sessions using handmade packs of items to illustrate each part of the story through tactile objects, visual stimulation, smells and actions. 

The project promotes multi-sensory storytelling as a way to access learning and communication, even though many will never have language. Previously a Bag Books employee or freelance storyteller would have to travel to libraries to provide the sessions but by training librarians it opens up the activities to even more people and increases the number of special school pupils accessing their local libraries.” 

Community Voices
http://www.mediatrust.org/communityvoices/faqs
(Source: email from Simon Wallace, Southend Libraries)

“Community Voices is a two-year nationwide programme in England funded by the Department for Communities and Local Government (CLG) and the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (formerly DIUS) and delivered by Media Trust. It aims to engage and equip citizens who feel unheard or voiceless with the tools to help them express and exchange views on issues of relevance to them, thereby increasing individual and community empowerment … 

… we expect that projects will fall into one of the following three categories:

· Projects already using digital media to develop their work with a specific community (perhaps a library with an online access programme looking to work with an identified deprived or isolated community) 

· More formal community organisations looking to develop digital media to engender community voice and cohesion (perhaps a carers' trust looking to use digital technology to support isolated informal carers in their homes) 

· More informal communities looking to embrace digital media (perhaps a residents' or tenants' association in a deprived community looking to use digital media as a mechanism to bring residents together).”
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Poverty and income inequality in Scotland: 2007/08

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/933/0081018.pdf   

This report “presents annual estimates of the proportion and number of children, working age adults and pensioners living in low income households in Scotland and the distribution of household income across Scotland.”

Tackling multiple disadvantage in communities: considering the evidence
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/278902/0083942.pdf
This very brief paper (drawn from a piece of desk research) summarises the impact of geographically-focused regeneration activity in Scotland. 

The key finding is significant:

“Across Britain there is a lack of solid evidence of the overall impact of geographically targeted programmes on multiple deprivation. Such evidence as there is suggests that the gap between the most deprived areas in Scotland and the rest has not closed in any substantial way.”

In order to grapple with this:

“There is a need to understand the impact of programmes and to improve understanding of what works. That will require agreed indicators, better data at a local level, and more focus on impact (as well as process).”
Black role models: which messages work? Testing the impact of role models’ messages for Black boys and Black young men: research to inform the REACH role model programme

http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1281168.pdf
Interesting piece of research which shows that role models do have an impact on Black boys and young men – and includes a message for us:

“Black boys’ and Black young men’s spectrum of career aspirations should be broadened, including showing routes for entering different professions. Role models may be able to help widen career aspirations by highlighting their own chosen career paths.” [p6]
Spark Challenge winners
http://www.sparkchallenge.org/2009_winners.html 

(Source: j4bCommunity Funding Newsletter 15 July 2009)
“Fifteen innovative social enterprises across England will share funding totalling £640,000 to help combat homelessness.

The groups have been named as the winning entries to this year’s Spark Challenge, a government-backed programme aiming to use the power of social enterprise to help the homeless and other vulnerable people.”

There may be opportunities for MLAs to build some links with these organisations … 

Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

Unleashing aspiration …
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/media/227102/fair-access.pdf 
This is the report on access to the professions, which has had huge media coverage this week. Lots for us to consider too …
Disability issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Reading Sight”
www.readingsight.org.uk
The new “Reading Sight” website was launched by RNIB and the Society of Chief Librarians at CILIP’s Umbrella conference on 14 July. The website “has been created to support librarians, teachers, voluntary workers and anyone interested in helping people with sight loss get access to reading and reading services.”
It includes a forum for sharing information & ideas – do join in! http://www.readingsight.org.uk/content/forums. 
(The website was created by Electric Putty who also created the WTYL and Network websites.)

Migration issues – News 
Refugee Council autumn courses announced
http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk:80/eventsandtraining/training/service/fulldetails.htm 
List of courses running from September onwards.
Rayne Fellowships for Refugees
http://www.praxis.org.uk/index.php?page=2_28 
(Source: email from Tim Spafford via refed, http://www.refugeeeducation.co.uk/mailing.htm)
“On 13th July, a fantastic opportunity for refugees living in the UK has been launched: the Rayne Fellowships for Refugees program, funded by the Rayne Foundation and the Princess of Wales Memorial Fund and managed by Praxis.

Each year, 5 refugees with Big Ideas will be selected for a Fellowship. They will be able to draw upon a resource fund of up to £15,000 to be spent on personal development, further training or education, resources, expert advice, one-to-one mentoring or attending networking events.

Applications can be made by refugees of all ages. Those aged 18-25 are particularly encouraged.
The deadline for the submission of the first round of applications is 14th October 2009.”
Refugee Council multilingual website reminder
http://languages.refugeecouncil.org.uk
(Source: Refugee Council Newsletter, 20 July 2009)

“Our multilingual website has information on the asylum process and asylum support in 18 languages plus English. The site is suitable for use by clients and advisers and can even be used independently by clients, with site navigation in your chosen language.

The site includes regularly revised downloadable leaflets covering a range of topics such as applying for asylum, destitution at the end of process, advice on racial harassment, Section 4 support and guides to housing, benefits and employment for refugees. Another valuable resource is the Language Identification Chart, which is a fully downloadable document identifying 62 common languages.”

Becoming a City of Sanctuary: a practical guide with inspiring examples
http://www.cityofsanctuary.org:80/book 
This handbook tells the story of the City of Sanctuary movement so far, and explains how local groups can build a successful initiative in their own town or city. Further info from weblink above (NB charged-for publication). 

Migration issues – Other Agencies 
“I hate being idle” Wasted skills and enforced dependence among Zimbabwean asylum seekers in the UK 
http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/Resources/Refugee%20Council/downloads/researchreports/I%20hate%20being%20idle.pdf 
(Source: Refugee Council News Review, 4 - 17 July)

This new research by the Refugee Council and the Zimbabwe Association reveals the range of skills the UK is losing by denying the vast majority of asylum seekers entitlement to work.
The study, focusing on the Zimbabwean community, uncovers the range of professions and training among Zimbabweans who are currently in the UK, but who are prevented from working by the UK government.

British Red Cross
http://www.redcross.org.uk/TLC.asp?id=89414 

(Source: email from Anish Savani)

Just a quick reminder that the Red Cross provides practical and emotional support to refugees and asylum seekers in the UK, and their website highlights a number of services and educational resources for refugees and asylum-seekers.
Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Global slowdown: local solutions II
http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/aio/2314094 
New publication from the LGA, which gives lots of examples of the ways in which local councils are supporting people during the recession – including information-giving.
Broader issues – Other Agencies
“Poor Aussies going without”
http://www.sciencealert.com.au/news/20091507-19423.html 
University of NSW report showing that social exclusion is biting in Australia too:
“Close to two-thirds of Australians who turn to welfare agencies for help are going without basic essentials, a new national survey has found, with many missing out on even one substantial meal a day.”

“How teenagers consume media”
http://www.guardian.co.uk/business/2009/jul/13/teenage-media-habits-morgan-stanley 

(Source: email from Simon Wallace, Southend Libraries)
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