The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 28, 13 July 2009 
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!
Funding & Opportunities

BA in Community Development
(Source: email from BEMIS)

This new course is a partnership between the Black and Ethnic Minorities Infrastructure in Scotland (BEMIS) and the University of Glasgow. It’s “been developed to:
· Enable unqualified workers to gain academic and professional qualification whilst remaining in employment
· Provide flexible routes to a professional qualification for experienced community activists
· Provide up-to-date practical and theoretical training for practitioners
· Contribute to building the skills base in areas of social exclusion
· Assist employing agencies to train and retain their staff.

This course is for anyone who has experience of community education or community development work (including youth work, adult education, community work, housing, local partnerships and regeneration) and who would like to pursue a qualification that combines both theoretical and practical elements. It leads to the Professional Qualification endorsed by the Standards Council for CLD in Scotland (formerly CeVe).”
For enquiries and an application form, please contact Mrs. Tanveer Parnez (Director of National Development at BEMIS): Tanveer.parnez@bemis.org.uk. 

“Sign Up Now”
http://www.niace.org.uk:80/alw/2009/SUN09-registration/form2.htm  

(Source: email from NIACE)

“Continue the success of Adult Learners' Week with its sister campaign Sign Up Now – being launched in September 2009 to support your enrolment activity. Use this month-long national publicity campaign as the perfect opportunity to engage your audiences in learning – taking advantage of the FREE national branding.”

Pre-order the promotional pack from the above weblink. 
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

“Hidden Talents”
http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageId=2109543
“Hidden Talents” is a new campaign by the LGA and the Centre for Social Justice, looking at the needs of young people who are NEET.

The LGA has also published a report, Hidden talents: re-engaging young people, which explores which young people are at risk of becoming NEET, and takes a critical look at existing responses to this. See: http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/aio/2164402. 

“In our work, therefore we will be seeking to draw a line under a neat (or NEET) but misleading ‘snapshot of despair’ and develop instead the picture of a young person’s pathway into meaningful education, employment and training.”
Later this month, the LGA will be “issuing an open invitation to respond with a short document of your policy solution.” Further details to appear on the LGA website (above).

“Community engagement”
http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=7816307
Updated resource from IDeA, which “looks at why community engagement should be a top priority for councils and how they can get their messages across to their communities, including the hard-to-reach.”
Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

Sticking plaster or stepping-stone? Tackling urban youth unemployment
http://www.centreforcities.org/assets/files/09-06-23%20Youth%20unemployment.pdf
(Source: NFER ontheweb, June 2009 – available to download from: http://www.nfer.ac.uk/latest-news/ontheweb/ontheweb-current-awareness-service.cfm) 

Paper from the Centre for Cities, which “distinguishes between two groups of unemployed young people: the majority that are unemployed for a few months, and the growing minority (currently 130,000) that have been out of work for over a year. By December 2011, the number of long-term unemployed young people is likely to reach 350,000 …”

The paper also investigates different experiences in different cities, and takes a critical look at the Future Jobs Fund. 
‘It's not just about black and white, Miss’: children's awareness of race
http://trentham-books.co.uk/acatalog/It_s_Not_Just_About_Black_and_White__Miss__children_s_awareness_of_race.html
New charged-for publication from Trentham Books, which, through child-centred research, shows what young people think about race issues. Further info at above weblink.  
“Positive Images Awards”
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Daily-Bulletin/inDepth/918427/?DCMP=EMC-DailyBulletin
Announcement of the 2009 winners of the Children & Young People Now awards. 

“Digital Britain’s biggest challenge – winning ‘hearts and minds’”
http://www.ukonlinecentres.com/corporate/content/blogcategory/12/131/lang,en/
(Source: Egov Monitor, http://www.egovmonitor.com/node/26201) 

Article from UK Online Centres, which reports on surveys of attitudes to digital inclusion. The research showed that “There was a fairly accurate picture of which groups might be digitally excluded, with those on lower incomes or at any other disadvantage accurately identified as those most likely to be left on the wrong side of the digital divide.  Yet the link between social exclusion and digital exclusion is not universally accepted, with only 60% of MPs, 55% of councillors and 55% of business leaders believing the internet could help to level the playing field and bridge class divides.  There is also considerable confusion over what digital exclusion actually means, with most believing that not having access to the internet in the home is the ultimate definition of exclusion.”  

Disability issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government
Social care for deafblind children and adults
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/LocalAuthorityCirculars/DH_101114 
(Source: Share The Vision Bulletin 45, thanks to David Owen)
Whilst obviously aimed at the social care sector, this guidance does include some useful background information, and also stresses the importance of having information available.

Migration issues – News 
“Why is the UN setting up in Calais and can it resolve the refugee problem?”
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/the-big-question-why-is-the-un-setting-up-in-calais-and-can-it-resolve-the-refugee-problem-1727950.html
Just in case you haven’t seen this, The Independent has looked at this issue in its “The big question” feature.
“Sheffield City Council calls for refugees in Sheffield to be given the right to work”
http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk:80/news/news/2009/july/20090706.htm
“Sheffield City Council’s Sustainable Communities Panel has voted to submit a new proposal based on the Sustainable Communities Act to allow asylum seekers to work. In an unprecedented move, the Panel agreed that the current rules were not morally defensible, did not support the city's aspirations as a City of Sanctuary, and did not help to achieve community cohesion …”
The launch of the “Saving Sanctuary” exhibition at Sheffield Cathedral is covered in an article in The Yorkshire Post: http://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk:80/localnews/Sanctuary-theme-for-cathedral-exhibition.5391581.jp. 

Launch of Government Migration Impacts Fund
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1277459
Press release announcing the establishment of this new funding.
Migration issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Bedford’s Refugee Week booklist 2009
http://www.seapn.org.uk/content_files/files/bedford_refugee_week.pdf 

NB file is 5 Mb
(Source: email from Sally Heard)

Bedford Borough Libraries have kindly suggested that we publish this in case that other people might like to draw on this format for next year’s Refugee Week. 
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Social housing allocation and immigrant communities
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/ehrc_report_-_social_housing_allocation_and_immigrant_communities.pdf 
New report by Jill Rutter and Maria Latorre for ippr, which you may have seen extensively cited in the media because of its key findings:
“Analysis of social housing allocation policies showed no evidence that social housing allocation favours foreign migrants over UK citizens. But there is a small amount of evidence which suggests that they may, unintentionally, discriminate against ethnic minority communities who may also have less understanding than white groups, of their housing rights and housing allocation.” [p ix] 
Hillingdon Refugee Support Group
http://www.phf.org.uk:80/news.asp?id=526&year=2009&pageno= 
(Source: PHF Newsletter, Summer 2009)

With support from the Paul Hamlyn Foundation, the Hillingdon Refugee Support Group (a group of young refugees and asylum seekers) has launched a small grant-making programme for other young people in their area.
The New Londoners 2009 issue
http://www.thenewlondoners.co.uk/images_pdfs/The_New%20Londoners_2009.pdf NB pdf = 3.79 Mb
(Source: Migrants Rights News July 2009)

The Migrants Resource Centre annual newspaper The New Londoners was launched in Parliament during June. The newspaper, produced largely by volunteers, hopes to provide an alternative free read for the public in London, containing balanced news stories, interviews and investigative pieces about migrant and refugee communities.
Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Volunteering in archives
http://nca.org.uk/materials/volunteeringinarchivesfinal.pdf
New report from the National Council on Archives, “the Report gives a picture of the army of volunteers across the archives sector, outlines the benefits for the individuals who volunteer, shows how archive services can make more effective use of the time donated by volunteers and acknowledges the importance of promoting diversity in terms of volunteer recruitment.” (taken from the NCA webpage: http://www.ncaonline.org.uk/research_and_development/volunteering_in_archives/). 
Citizens’ Eye
http://www.citizenseye.org/ 
(Source: email from Simon Parker, Leicester Libraries)

“The Citizens’ Eye Community News Agency website has been established to enable community people in Leicester and Leicestershire to become ‘Citizen Reporters’ and provide a news gathering platform for current and relevant news to the third sector.”

Crucially, Citizens’ Eye is housed by Leicester Libraries, and the library offers them office space, utilities, and access to additional library based services such as support with CV writing and UK Online.
The Transition Movement
See for example: http://www.transitionwestcliff.org.uk:80/
(Source: email from Simon Wallace, Southend Libraries)

The Transition Movement is growing, and there are lots of opportunities for building partnerships – see, for example, the reading list at: http://www.transitionwestcliff.org.uk:80/, and Simon reports that they have recently started a Grass Roots Reading Group.  
Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Investing in creative industries? A guide for local authorities
http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=10079358
New guidance available on the IDeA website (and also available to download as a report and a summary).

The guidance also looks at the controversy surrounding the DCMS definition of ‘creative industries’ (and whether this includes the cultural sector or not) – see: http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=11136366. 
The role of museums, libraries, archives and Local Area Agreements – Final Report, April 2009 
http://research.mla.gov.uk/evidence/documents/role-of-mus-lib-arch-nad-local-area-agree-2009.pdf 
Report of a study commissioned by MLA from DC Research Ltd, which “was to assess the place of the MLA sector, and where relevant the wider cultural sector, in the 2008 LAAs and to identify the contribution of the sector to the outcomes of these LAAs.”
Broader issues – Other Agencies
Study skills handbook
http://www.palgrave.com:80/skills4study/index.asp
(Source: email from Rebecca Rutt, Palgrave Macmillan)

Just in case you don’t know this title (and Palgrave Macmillan’s other Study Skills titles), further details are available at the above weblink. 

Rebecca Rutt says: “The Study Skills Handbook is the only study skills book to cover all the core skills. This number one bestseller introduces students to the skills they need to succeed in a user-friendly, interactive format.  The 3rd edition has new chapters on e-learning and numeracy.”
“Recession Resources”
http://www.ncvo-vol.org.uk:80/recessionresources/index.asp?id=13230
(Source: email from Simon Wallace, Southend Libraries)

NCVO have “put together a guide for voluntary and community organisations on surviving the recession, from key advice to crisis management.”
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