The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 25, 12 June 2009
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!
Funding & Opportunities

“CARNIVAL '59/'09”
(Source: email from Katy Diamond-Jalloh, Music for Change)
”2009 marks the 50th anniversary of Notting Hill Carnival, Europe’s largest Caribbean street festival. The first carnival was held in St. Pancras Town Hall in 1959, with 2,000 participants. It now attracts up to 2 million people. 
 
Working with Music for Change, the BBC’s Alexander D. Great presents CARNIVAL ‘59/’09 to explore the story of carnival and Alexander’s life as a calypso singer.  
 
Participants will compose a “call and response” calypso to be performed on the spot, and depending on the age of the group, wider issues surrounding the emergence of Notting Hill Carnival will also be explored. Sessions are geared towards Key Stages 2 and 3 but can be tailored to suit younger or older groups as required.

To book CARNIVAL ‘59/’09 in your museum, library or venue, please contact Peter or Mandy on 01227 459243 or email info@musicforchange.org for more information.”     
 

World Language Books
http://www.worldlanguagebooks.com/ 
The June code for Network members to receive their discount on purchases is: promowlb54109. 
“MLA Invites Applications for Museum Apprenticeships”
http://www.ccskills.org.uk/Qualifications/CreativeApprenticeships/tabid/82/Default.aspx
(Source: Renaissance North East E-bulletin - 11 June 2009)

“MLA has pledged funding for up to 50 apprenticeships in museums across England over the next two years as part of the Creative Apprenticeship developed by Creative & Cultural Skills. Designed to open up entry routes into museums, the new funding will provide £5,000 for each year of the apprentice’s employment. They will ensure young people from a range of backgrounds are given the opportunity to work in the sector and will help forge stronger links with local communities. For further information and to apply visit www.ccskills.org.uk/Qualifications/CreativeApprenticeships/tabid/82/Default.aspx  or contact Jennie Godsalve at Creative & Cultural Skills on 020 7015 1813 or jennie.godsalve@ccskills.org.uk.”  

Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Positive Action Traineeships in NW Libraries – Case Study

http://www.time-to-read.co.uk/Toolkits/positive_action_traineeships/background.asp
(Source: email from Jane Mathieson, Time To Read)

Time To Read (the NW Reader Development partnership) managed two positive action traineeships, and the report of this successful initiative has just been published (the above link takes you to the intro – follow the links on the right-hand side of the page to read the rest of the report).

If you haven’t visited the TTR website before, do have a look at the growing range of resources available, and the news pages – including, for example, Wigan Libraries’ plans for Gypsy, Roma Traveller History Month, http://www.time-to-read.co.uk/News/libraries/wigan.asp. 
“Where Do They Go? What Do They Want? How Can We Help?”
http://yalsa.ala.org:80/blog/2009/06/07/where-do-they-go-what-do-they-want-how-can-we-help/ 
(Source: email from Emily Dezurick-Badran, via Simon Wallace, Southend Library Service)
Taken from the blog of the US Young Adult Library Services Association, this post looks at ways of working in libraries with 18-20 year-olds.
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Literacy
http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=9644457&dm_i=73S,13FG,OVPOL,31CO,1
(Source: National Literacy Trust News, May 2009)

IDeA have just added new information about literacy to their website, including ‘Why literacy is a priority for all councils’ (see: http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=9644990) and some case studies of local authorities (including libraries) focusing on literacy (see: http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=9644496). 

Tackling multiple deprivation in communities: considering the evidence

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/274029/0081936.pdf 

New report from Scottish Government Social Research, which aims to:
· “provide an understanding of the current context for geographically focused community regeneration in Scotland;
· explore the impacts of previous community regeneration interventions; and
· outline the challenges for policy makers in developing effective community regeneration approaches in the future.” [p1]

Useful background report, eg looking at the current lack of evidence for the effectiveness of geographically-targeted programmes.

Appointment of digital champion
http://www.computerweekly.com/Articles/2009/06/11/236384/exclusive-lastminute.com-founder-martha-lane-fox-to-be-digital.htm
Just in case you didn’t see this, Martha Lane Fox is to be appointed as a Government digital champion. “The high-profile appointment is part of the government's efforts to get the 17 million people in the UK who do not have access to the internet or other digital technologies online. They include the elderly and the unemployed.”

Child Poverty Toolkit: “Quids for Kids”
http://www.childpovertytoolkit.org.uk/Quids-for-Kids 

(Source: LGA Alert Checklist 8 June 2009)

New toolkit developed by the LGA and CPAG with materials for running successful benefits and tax credits take-up work to support tackling child poverty.
Supporting young carers
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Documents-by-type/Thematic-reports/Supporting-young-carers
New report from Ofsted, which reports on small-scale research into how effectively young carers were identified by Councils and their partners. Useful background info for those of you developing provision for young carers. 

Child Poverty Bill
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/everychildmatters/strategy/parents/childpoverty/childpoverty/
Revised webpage which gives background and links to the new Bill.

The press release also includes a handy summary – see:  http://www.dwp.gov.uk/mediacentre/pressreleases/2009/june/drc154-120609.asp. 
Health & Wellbeing issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Attitudes to mental illness 2009 research report
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_100345
Results of latest surveys of public attitudes to mental illness, carried out by The National Statistics for the Care Services Improvement Partnership and Department of Health.
Migration issues – News 
“Young refugee wins nationwide poetry competition”
http://entertainment.timesonline.co.uk/tol/arts_and_entertainment/books/poetry/article6346001.ece
(Source: refed, http://www.refugeeeducation.co.uk/mailing.htm) 

Just in case you didn’t catch this, Yazdan Isfahani won the nationwide schools poetry competition.

Migration issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Focusing English for speakers of other languages (ESOL) on community cohesion: consultation report
http://www.dius.gov.uk/~/media/publications/E/esol_consultation_report 
(Source: NFER ontheweb, May 2009)

Last year, the Government consulted on Focusing English for speakers of other languages (ESOL) on community cohesion. This report summarises the key findings: as the report states: “There was generally a positive response to the overall proposition, with most concurring that need should be identified at a local level through robust planning and strong, inclusive, collaborative partnership working. 

However, there were a number of provisos given to this positivity about the general direction of travel which largely centred around how this process would work in practice.”
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Irregular migrants: the urgent need for a new approach
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/downloads/policy_reports/irregularmigrants_fullbooklet.pdf
(Source: MRN News update, 3 June)

Important new report from the Migrants’ Rights Network, which presents information about the ways in which people become ‘irregular migrants’ as well as the impact of UK enforcement policy and the available evidence on regularisation programmes.
The Migrants’ Rights Network has also launched a new website – see: http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/. 
Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Communities progress report
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1242326
New report from CLG, which sets out progress made in implementing the White Paper, Communities in control. Also includes timelines for future implementation.

Home educated children in England 
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2009_0105
This is the press release announcing that the Government has accepted the recommendations of Graham Badman’s Review of Elective Home Education in England.
It includes “that local authorities should provide more support to home educating families, eg. through helping provide access to the national examination system, sports facilities, libraries and music tuition …”
Broader issues – Other Agencies
Social Networking & Web Tools
http://www.webjunction.org/technology/web-tools?utm_source=WhatCounts+Email&utm_medium=Crossroads&utm_campaign=2009_06+Crossroads
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