The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 20, 15 April 2009
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!
Latest include:

Next Chapters: library services for older adults in Australia and New Zealand
1-2 May Sydney, Australia
http://www.seapn.org.uk/editorial.asp?page_id=21&e_id=249&page=1 
This Auslib Conference will be looking at the needs of older adults, and Margaret Sloan will be presenting two papers, "The Network UK: tackling social exclusion" and "Developing a good practice guide on library services for older people".

Funding & Opportunities

Awards for All
http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/index.html
(Source: j4bCommunity Funding Newsletter, 8 April 2009 – http://www.j4bcommunity.co.uk/default.aspx)

Revamped funding streams, now available separately for projects in England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales.

“Inspiring Communities”
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/Content/Detail.asp?ReleaseID=398191&NewsAreaID=2 
(Source: National Youth Agency eYPU, 249, 8 April 2009)

The local authorities eligible to apply for the new “Inspiring Communities” initiative have just been announced. (This initiative was announced in the “New Opportunities White Paper”.)
Deprived neighbourhoods within the following authorities will be eligible:
* Barking and Dagenham 
* Barnsley 
* Birmingham 
* Blackburn with Darwen 
* Blackpool 
* Bolton 
* Bradford 
* Bristol, City of 
* Calderdale 
* Coventry 
* Cumbria 
* Darlington 
* Derby 
* Doncaster 
* Durham 
* Gateshead 
* Greenwich 
* Hackney 
* Halton 
* Haringey 
* Hartlepool 
* Islington 
* Kent 
* Kingston upon Hull, City of 
* Kirklees 
* Knowsley 
* Lambeth 
* Lancashire 
* Leeds 
* Leicester 
* Liverpool 
* Manchester 
* Middlesbrough 
* Newcastle upon Tyne 
* Newham 
* Norfolk 
* North East Lincolnshire 
* Nottingham 
* Nottinghamshire 
* Oldham 
* Peterborough 
* Plymouth 
* Redcar and Cleveland 
* Rochdale 
* Rotherham 
* Salford 
* Sandwell 
* Sefton 
* Sheffield 
* South Tyneside 
* St. Helens 
* Stockton-on-Tees 
* Stoke-on-Trent 
* Sunderland 
* Tameside 
* Torbay 
* Tower Hamlets 
* Wakefield 
* Walsall 
* Waltham Forest 
* Westminster 
* Wigan 
* Wirral 
* Wolverhampton 

100 Free places at the London Book Fair for Exiled Writers Ink Members!
(Source: email from Jennifer Langer)

London Book Fair, 20-22 April, Earls Court, London (see www.londonbookfair.co.uk for information about the Fair)

Join Exiled Writers Ink now and get a free place to the amazing London Book Fair! To join, fill in the membership form at http://www.exiledwriters.co.uk/contact.shtml, and send it (+ cheque) to: 
Exiled Writers Ink, c/o Dr Miriam Frank, Flat C81, Montevetro Building, 100 Battersea Church Road, London SW11 3YL.
You will then be e-mailed the simple procedure for registering.
If you are already a member of EWI, please e-mail miriam.frank@btinternet.com  for the simple procedure.

Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Recommended books and resources for reluctant and failing boy readers aged 9-14.
(Source: email from Velma Hather, CyMAL)

Basic Skills Cymru have a published the second edition of this list.

For further information, contact the Basic Skills Cymru Wales Hotline: 0845 602 1654 or email: walesenquiries@basic-skills.co.uk .

Panel on Fair Access to the Professions
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/media/200480/fair_access_panel_report.pdf 

The Panel (led by Alan Milburn MP) has just published its first research paper which “finds that many of Britain’s professions have become more socially exclusive and that, as a consequence, bright children from average income families, not just those from more disadvantaged backgrounds, are missing out on a professional career.” (Taken from: http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/newsroom/news_releases/2009/090414_access.aspx). 
Capital gains – one year on
http://213.86.122.139/docs/capital-gains-090409.pdf  [NB pdf is 2.10 Mb]
(Source: CESI Inclusion e-briefing, 14 April, via Christine Wright, DWP) 

New report from the London Child Poverty Commission, assessing progress in delivering the Commission’s recommendations. 

Moneymadeclear service pathfinder announced
http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk:80/press_36_09.htm 

(Source: email from Christine Wright, DWP)

“HM Treasury and the Financial Services Authority (FSA) today launched Moneymadeclear, a service offering practical and impartial help and information on money matters for people in the North East and North West of England.  The new service aims to help people tackle their money worries and make informed financial decisions with confidence, whether it’s avoiding debt problems, coping with a change in circumstances, or preparing for the future. 

People can now access the service at www.moneymadeclear.fsa.gov.uk , via the Moneymadeclear helpline on 0300 500 5000 and face-to-face through regional partner organisations and charities. 
The new service will test the blueprint for a national ‘money guidance’ service recommended by the Thoresen Review of generic financial advice.  The £12m pathfinder aims to reach up to 750,000 people in the North West and the North East of England by spring 2010 and is being delivered by the FSA in partnership with the Treasury.” 

Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

Delivering equality and diversity
http://www.acas.org.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=1048
(Source: email from Christine Wright, DWP)

“This guide gives managers practical help in establishing equality in the workplace and making the most of the opportunities to ensure employees are treated fairly.
This advice has been developed with the support of the Equality and Human Rights Commission.”
Very useful introductory guide from ACAS.

Health & Wellbeing issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

“New Horizons”
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/Content/Detail.asp?ReleaseID=398462&NewsAreaID=2 
The DOH has just announced the launch of the consultation process leading up to the publication of a new strategy for mental health and wellbeing. As part of the consultation, there is to be a series of ‘Listening Events’ around England – further info about these or the strategy from: newhorizons@dh.gsi.gov.uk. 

National Information Forum/Archer Inquiry
http://www.nif.org.uk/news.html
The NIF produces regular e-bulletins, and the latest includes a thoughtful analysis of the Archer Inquiry report on the supply of contaminated NHS blood and blood products to patients with haemophilia. 
Disability issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government
The autism toolbox: an autism resource for Scottish schools
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/266126/0079626.pdf
“The Autism Toolbox includes up-to-date information from research and practical experience that is easy to understand and apply in the classroom, playground and home.”

Particularly useful for understanding the wide range of disorders covered by the term ‘autism spectrum disorder’.
Migration issues – News 
“Government announces £70m fund to support communities with migration”
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1180107
Apologies – this is slightly old news, but, in case you haven’t seen it …

“Funding will be allocated to local projects from Government Offices working closely with local partners. It will be targeted at projects which have identified innovative solutions to migration related pressures - where possible involving and benefiting a number of local services. It is not intended to replace mainstream service provision, which already has improved mechanisms for reflecting changes in population.
Projects considered for funding must be able to demonstrate that they bring benefits to the settled as well as the migrant community in an area. For example additional English language provision for migrants will mean reducing the cost to public services from translation and interpretation. Projects might also include taking action against rogue landlords, extra teachers in school with high migrant populations, measures to increase GP registration, or targeted support for policing.”
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Accession to recession: A8 migration in Bristol & Hull
http://www.centreforcities.org/assets/files/Accession%20to%20Recession%20.pdf 

(Source: Migrants Rights News, 17, April 2009, http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/enews/2009/april.htm) 

New report from the Centre for Cities, which investigates the impact of migration from new European Union countries on job markets in Bristol and Hull. 

Refugee Council SMILE Project – new website
http://www.smileproject.org.uk/ 

(Source: Refugee Council Newsletter, 14 April)

“SMILE supports refugee children to improve their life chances by helping them to enjoy and achieve in education through mentoring, befriending and school talks.”

The new website includes info about the project, as well as downloadable toolkits for volunteers and education practitioners involved in the support of refugee children.

Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Time to read: a review of the National Year of Reading in NW England
http://www.time-to-read.co.uk/Toolkits/national_year_of_reading/pdf_download/NYR.pdf
(Source: email from Jane Mathieson, Time to Read)

Round-up of examples of the range of activities undertaken in the NW (with valuable assessments for each piece of work of legacy, strengths, challenges and tips).
Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

The impact of out-of-school-hours learning in Enfield 2008
http://www.seapn.org.uk/content_files/files/qdp_research_final_version.pdf
Just published by Enfield Council, this report (by John Vincent) shows what Year 9 students think about study and revision – and also demonstrates the impact that introducing them to different study methods has.
Broader issues – Other Agencies
Young people’s perceptions of effective community cohesion practices
http://www.nfer.ac.uk/publications/pdfs/downloadable/AEN_cohesion_report.pdf
Interesting report of a small piece of research which showed that, whilst young people may not know the term ‘community cohesion’, they have positive views about what makes for a cohesive school and community.

Comprehensive Area Assessments
http://www.urbanforum.org.uk/briefings/10-or-so-things-you-need-to-know-about-the-new-comprehensive-area-assessment-caa-framework-faqs
(Source: National Youth Agency eYPU, 249, 8 April 2009)
Urban Forum have just published FAQs about the CAA.

Empowerment Fund
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1192224
(Source: National Youth Agency eYPU, 249, 8 April 2009)

Just in case you haven’t seen this, “Twenty-one projects will receive a £9.25m Empowerment Fund to deliver on the key themes of the Communities in Control White paper which include being active in your community; access to information; standing for office and ownership and control.”
They are:

· Action for Market Towns 

· Bassac 

· Carnegie 

· Centre for Sustainable Energy 

· Community Matters 

· Environmental Law Foundation 

· Housing Associations Charitable Trust 

· Media Trust 

· Novas Scarman 

· Operation Black Vote 

· Oxfam 

· Royal Association for Disability and Rehabilitation 

· Royal Society for the encouragement of Arts, Manufacturers and Commerce 

· School for Social Entrepreneurs 

· Sheila McKechnie Foundation 

· Social Firms UK 

· The Young Foundation 

· Tenants Participation Advisory Service 

· Urban Forum 

· Workers Education Association 

· YWCA .
Adult Learners’ Week, 9-15 May 2009 
In the last Ebulletin, I asked if you are planning events that you’d like other people to know about.
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