The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 19, 3 April 2009
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!
Latest include:

‘This is my village now’
15 April, Glasgow

An opportunity to hear from a group of refugees and asylum seekers in Glasgow about their research into the experiences of refugees once they have achieved status.
See: http://www.irr.org.uk/2009/april/bw000007.html 
Cultural aspects of working with refugees and asylum seekers
Refugee Council course, 28 April – see: 
http://www.seapn.org.uk/editorial.asp?page_id=21&e_id=247&page=1 
Funding & Opportunities

World Language Books
http://www.worldlanguagebooks.com/
For Network members, WLB offers a discount on purchases – the discount code for April 2009 is: promowlb13309.
Real Help for Communities: Volunteers, Charities and Social Enterprises
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/real_help_for_communities.aspx
(Source: email from Christine Wright, DWP)

In case you haven’t seen this, “Real Help …” is an action plan (launched in March) outlining £42.5 million support for the third sector in the current economic climate. 

The Office of the Third Sector is organising nine free regional road-shows in April, May and June for small and medium frontline third sector organisations to provide a practical understanding of how to access the support available. The schemes included are the Real Help for Communities: Modernisation Fund; Real Help for Communities: Targeted Support Fund; and Communitybuilders programme. Details are at: http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090330_roadshows.aspx. 

This could be a good opportunity for forging stronger links with third sector organisations in your area. 
Funding boost for Coalfield Communities
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1174546 
CLG have pledged £750,000 towards a new £1million scheme to be run by the Coalfields Regeneration Trust (CRT). It will give families and businesses facing new economic pressures, in historically deprived communities more targeted help on issues ranging from managing debt, getting back to work and avoiding repossession.
Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
New LGBT book/info-list from Hertfordshire Libraries
http://www.hertsdirect.org/infobase/docs/pdfstore/lgbtlist.pdf
(Source: email from Penny Whitehead)

New resources list with brief annotations – a very useful intro to material available.
Interview with author Paul Burston
http://www.kent.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/A647BD63-78C0-4C72-93F8-D13013AF19A0/19506/paulburstoninterview.pdf 
Following on from the above, Heather King (Kent Libraries & Archives) has done a brief interview with author Paul Burston, named one of the 101 most influential gay people in Britain by The Independent in 2007 and again in 2008.
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Improving Opportunity, Strengthening Society: a third progress report on the Government’s strategy for race equality and community cohesion

“Launched in January 2005, Improving Opportunity, Strengthening Society sets out the Government's commitment to create strong cohesive communities in which every individual, whatever their racial or ethnic origin, is able to fulfil their potential through the enjoyment of equal opportunities, rights and responsibilities.

This report provides information on progress to increase race equality and community cohesion. It outlines progress that is being made towards achieving race equality in the key public services and in building community cohesion.”

It is published in two volumes. Vol 1 is the main progress report: http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/11529661.pdf.

Vol 2 is a detailed statistical breakdown called 'Race Equality in Public Services' (REPS) is included in the report. This contains in-depth statistical information about performance with a focus on race inequality using data from published surveys and official statistics provided by Government Departments: http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/11529061.pdf. 

Places of Change Programme
http://www.homesandcommunities.co.uk/places_of_change_programme?p=1 

Announcement of “the £80m capital improvement funding programme managed by the Homes & Communities Agency (previously Communities and Local Government), which seeks to improve services for people who are homeless. It aims to identify, encourage, engage and release their potential to enable them to move on with their lives. It encourages service users to get involved in services that will help them turn their lives around.”
Disability issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government
Six lives: the provision of public services to people with learning disabilities
http://www.ombudsman.org.uk/improving_services/special_reports/hsc/six_lives/index.html
This webpage links to the full report (and summaries) of the investigation carried out by the Health Service and Local Government Ombudsmen, and widely covered by the media. 

Migration issues – News 
Asylum-seekers “marooned in France”
http://news.bbc.co.uk:80/1/hi/world/europe/7941060.stm 

http://www.independent.co.uk:80/news/world/europe/the-forgotten-people-plight-of-the-asylumseekers-marooned-in-france-1656041.html 
Just in case you haven’t picked up on this news story, here is a couple of examples.
Migration issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Working in partnership with the Polish community

http://www.seapn.org.uk/content_files/files/southend_polish_partnership_report_jan09.doc
(Source: thanks to Simon Wallace for allowing us to publish this on the website)

Report of the work developed by Southend Borough Libraries to forge links with and support the Polish community. Also includes an example of a poster and flyer in Polish and English.

Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Refugee Council Policy Statement
http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/Resources/Refugee%20Council/downloads/policy_responses/RC%20policy%20statement%20UKBA%20strategy%2009%20internet%20version.pdf 
(Source: Refugee Council Newsletter 30 March)
The Refugee Council has just issued a policy statement in response to the UKBA publication Moving on Together: Government’s Recommitment to Supporting Refugees.

Refugee Week Simple Acts Campaign
http://www.refugeeweek.org.uk/simple-acts/about-simple-acts.htm
(Source: Refugee Council Newsletter 30 March)

As part of this year’s Refugee Week, there is a new campaign:

“It consists of 20 actions that can be done by anyone and that encourage us to learn and do more with refugees. With every person who joins the campaign and does a small thing with and for refugees, we get a little closer to removing barriers between communities and to creating the kind of world we all want to live in.”
Migrant worker availability in the East of England: an economic risk assessment

http://www.ippr.org/publicationsandreports/publication.asp?id=656
Report on the role of migration in the economy of the East of England, which also analyses associated economic risks and suggests ways to manage them.

NB Available to download from the ippr site (above), but you’ll need to enrol on the website.
Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Audit of political engagement 6 – the 2009 report
http://www.hansardsociety.org.uk/blogs/publications/pages/audit-of-political-engagement-6.aspx
(Source: Children & Young People Now – daily, 1 April)

This report gives a snapshot of views on engaging with the political process, and is valuable background information for our work in engaging with communities.
Broader issues – Other Agencies
Adult Learners’ Week, 9-15 May 2009 
http://www.niace.org.uk/alw/2009/  
Range of resources now available to support your ALW activities, including information on organising events; an online calendar; posters etc to download. There are also charged-for resources, including “Event in a Box” and “Cultural Diversity Mini-Box”.
Are you planning events that you’d like other people to know about? If you are, please let me have a weblink, and I’ll include it in future ebulletins. To start us off, the London Borough of Richmond are organising a series of activities – see: http://www.richmond.gov.uk/home/leisure_and_culture/libraries/events_in_libraries/adult_learners_week_2009.htm. 
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