The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 18, 27 March 2009
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!
Funding & Opportunities

IRR News Service – Volunteers 
The IRR News Service is looking for volunteers (one-day or a half-day per week) to help in gathering information and writing original news stories on race and refugee issues in the UK. Applicants should be familiar with the output of the news service, have good written English and be committed to the aims of the IRR. Apply by email to: svrmsgs@irr.org.uk with details of experience and examples of work.
Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Miniguide … for libraries
http://www.continyou.org.uk/files/Miniguide%20for%20libraries%20051208.pdf
New resource for libraries, produced by ContinYou, which “offers advice on how libraries and schools can work together to offer study support, out-of-school-hours learning … and extended services programmes that will engage children and young people in reading and using libraries. It is aimed at library staff, school staff (at all levels), providers of services in the community and cluster managers who are supporting schools.”
Includes small case studies, including working towards social inclusion.
Our past, your future – local government archives
http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/aio/1716507
New leaflet produced by the LGA, Society of Archivists, The National Council on Archives, and The National Archives, aiming to help elected members and non-archives staff in local authorities make the most of their archives. Includes a section on “Archives at the heart of communities”.

Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Breaking the link between disadvantage and low attainment: everyone’s business
http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/eOrderingDownload/00357-2009.pdf
New report from DCSF (the first in a series that will look in detail at ways of narrowing the gaps in outcomes for particular groups of students), which draws together evidence for the links between deprivation and educational attainment, and sets out a programme for continuing improvement. 
“Homelessness on the rise in Scotland”
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk:80/story.aspx?storycode=6503703
(Source: CESI Inclusion e-briefing, 20 March, via Christine Wright, DWP)

“Homelessness applications in Scotland have begun to rise after several years of decline, and the use of temporary housing is increasing.
Councils recorded 29,361 applications between April and September last year, an increase of 2 per cent on the same period in 2007, contrasting with decreases over the previous two years …”

However, according to the e-briefing: 
“… the number of new homelessness cases in England was down by 21 per cent at the end of 2008 compared with the same period the year before. Government figures reveal that the number of homeless people fell from 15,240 in the fourth quarter of 2007 to 12,070 in the same period of 2008. The number of people in temporary accommodation at the end of 2008 also fell by 15 per cent compared with the previous year.”

Growing Up in Scotland 

http://www.growingupinscotland.org.uk/
Latest findings from this longitudinal research project, which show that young children who are regularly read to and involved in lots of activities from an early age develop more quickly.
“Footballers champion reading”
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2009/03/16101328 

“Leading Scottish Premier League footballers are supporting a new project which uses the motivational power of football to encourage families to improve their reading skills, launched today by the Scottish Government, the Scottish Premier League and the National Literacy Trust.
With one in five Scots struggling with literacy skills, Scottish Premier League Reading Stars will aim to inspire a love of reading in people of all ages ... 
Part of the Big Plus – the Scottish Government campaign to improve adult literacy - SPL Reading Stars is based on the successful Premier League Reading Stars model in England, although with a stronger focus on adult literacy than its English counterpart.

Partner libraries will receive free copies of the player book choices and host visits by the SPL players. They will also carry out targeted literacy work with 250 children and 250 adults who will receive free books, as well as reading incentives such as match tickets and club merchandise.”
Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

Choosing our friends wisely: criteria for engagement with Muslim groups
http://www.policyexchange.org.uk/images/publications/pdfs/Choosing_Our_Friends_Wisely.pdf
New report from thinktank Policy Exchange “… an independent, non-partisan educational charity. We work with academics and policy makers from across the political spectrum. We are particularly interested in free market and localist solutions to public policy questions … Our research interests [include] using centre-right means to progressive ends …”

Mentioned here as likely to get media coverage and interesting on the complications of community engagement.
Second chances: re-engaging young people in education and training
http://www.barnardos.org.uk/11046_2nd_chances_summ_v7-2.pdf [Executive Summary]

(Source: eYPU Issue 247, 25 March 2009)
“Young people not in employment, education or training (NEET) are often portrayed as ‘idle’ or ‘feckless’, hanging around on street corners rather than getting a job. Second Chances dispels this stereotype. 75 young people attending Barnardo’s services around the UK spoke about the real challenges they faced, as well as their aspirations.”
Full report: http://www.barnardos.org.uk/10942_2nd_chances_report.pdf.
Family Reading Matters
www.familyreading.org.uk
(Source: email from Emily Thorne)

“Launching on 1 April, Family Reading Matters is funded by DCSF via the National Literacy Trust and will be testing the difference that a coordinated approach makes to supporting literacy in the home. FRM has 4 pilot authorities (Knowsley, Derbyshire, Sheffield and Wiltshire) which will receive funding for a post. The project will also be working with over 15 authorities as partners to develop a cross-council approach to literacy, with a particular focus on the most under-served families. FRM comes at a good time for local authorities to build on the partnerships established during the National Year of Reading and will support local authorities to map existing provision, engage partners and senior managers and to develop local literacy strategies. 

 

For more information go to www.familyreading.org.uk or email emily.thorne@literacytrust.org.uk. 

Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

Mental health, resilience and inequalities
http://www.euro.who.int/document/e92227.pdf
(Source: Centre for Economic & Social Inclusion e-briefing, 13 March 2009, http://www.cesi.org.uk/, via Christine Wright, DWP)

New report from the World Health Organisation, which “argues that mental health problems are worse in rich, socially unequal nations, such as the UK. The study, which uses research carried out in Europe, contends that although it has long been acknowledged that poverty can cause poor mental health, it is actually inequality which carries the most serious consequences for individuals and society. It found that mental health problems are most significant in countries which, despite being ‘rich’ overall, have high levels of social and income inequality.”
Disability issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government
Putting people first: Equality and Diversity Matters 3 – Achieving disability equality in social care services
http://www.csci.gov.uk/PDF/22275_Proof_QISC_3.pdf 
Just in case you haven’t seen this, it’s the last in a series of three, and looks at how social care services can ensure they promote equality for disabled people.
The previous titles were:

Providing appropriate services for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people
http://www.csci.org.uk/PDF/putting_people_first_equality_and_diversity_matters_1.pdf
Providing appropriate services for black and minority ethnic people
http://www.csci.org.uk/pdf/QISC_Web%20pdf.pdf
Migration issues – News 
“Migrants - contribution, integration, destitution?”
http://www.homeless.org.uk/newsanddiary/events/newsanddiary/events/calendar/destitution
One-day event at London Met University, 21 May 2009, organised by Homeless Link.

“This conference will explore the housing, health, employment and benefit entitlements of 3 different migrant groups; these groups being those who are most likely to face destitution:

· Central and Eastern Europeans 

· failed asylum seekers 

· other migrants outside the asylum system. 

In November 2008, the Government committed to tackling rough sleeping, with one of the aims targetted at supporting migrant populations. This conference is an opportunity to support this aim and improve the outcomes for these vulnerable groups, by bringing together Local Authorities and voluntary sector organisations to share understanding, solutions and approaches.

Without the right support these groups can easily find themselves destitute; despite the initiatives to address this issue, recent research has shown an increase in the proportion of migrants sleeping rough on London’s streets. At a time of extreme financial uncertainty, when many of you are under even more pressure, ensuring that we get this right is more important than ever.”
Migration issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Managing the impacts of migration: improvements and innovations
(Source: IRR Weekly Digest 27 March)

New report from CLG, which gives an update on progress since the publication last June of Managing the impacts of migration: a cross-government approach (http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/838935.pdf).  
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
British Moroccans: citizenship in action
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/uploads/publications/pdfs/BritishMoroccans-2009.pdf
(Source: Runnymede’s February update)

Latest in the Runnymede Community Studies, this one looks at the settlement of Moroccans in the UK:

· “The exact size of the Moroccan community in Britain is not known, although some unofficial sources suggest the number of 65,000 to 70,000.
· A large part of the British Moroccan population lives in London. However, Moroccans have settled in other parts of Britain as well, such as Edinburgh, Slough, St Albans, Crawley and Trowbridge.
· Within London, the largest Moroccan settlement is to be found in the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea.
· Moroccans were among the pioneers in Manchester where they made up a sizable proportion of the Sephardic community in its early years.”
Underground lives
http://www.irr.org.uk/pdf2/Underground_Lives.pdf [NB pdf = 2.83 Mb]

(Source: IRR Weekly Digest 27 March)

Important new report from PAFRAS (Positive Action For Refugees and Asylum seekers). 
“This investigation offers a window into the lives of destitute asylum seekers and poses worrying questions about how well the system is working. The government argues that those in genuine need of sanctuary get it. Yet this report tells a different story. In the five years leading up to 2008, 77,000 people were refused asylum from countries that were described by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office as ‘major countries of concern’. Ninety-five per cent of those interviewed fled affluent, professional backgrounds. Why would they remain here at the end of the asylum process, sleeping outside, living on almost no money, with no prospect of things improving if it was safe to return home? This group are not here, as some sections of the media claim, ‘to take our houses, jobs and benefits’ because they have little or no access to such things. They remain here simply to try to save their lives.”

Immigration and the labour market: theory, evidence and policy
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/newsandcomment/Documents/Immigration%20and%20the%20labour%20market%20-%20Theory,%20evidence,%20policy.pdf
(Source: IRR Weekly Digest 27 March)

New report from the EHRC and the Migration Policy Institute, which looks at some of the impacts of the economic downturn on economic migration. Perhaps its most important finding is the need for more research on the relationship between immigration and employment.
Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
CSV Young Voices
http://www.csv.org.uk:80/Volunteer/Youth+Volunteering/Young+Voices.htm
“Young Voices is a CSV project established with support from the Big Lottery Young People's Fund to actively involve young people as volunteers within three public libraries in North West England.”

They have just published their mid-project report, see: http://www.csv.org.uk/NR/rdonlyres/40AE1D7E-971A-4E98-A995-6F2020717228/92142/CSVYoungVoicesReport082.pdf. This outlines some of the key learning that has already taken place, and the next steps for the project.
Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Panel on Fair Access to the Professions
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/newsroom/news_releases/2009/090113_nopanel.aspx
Just in case you haven’t seen this, there is to be a new Panel (set up as part of the New opportunities White Paper) to look at access to what are described as “the main” professions.
Broader issues – Other Agencies
People power: how can we personalise public services?
http://www.nlgn.org.uk/public/press-releases/people-power-how-can-we-personalise-public-services/
(Source: NLGN Newsletter, March 2009)

New report from the New Local Government Network (the independent think tank) that argues that the current centralised drive to personalise public services “looks set to fail”. It argues instead that “It is only elected local government that is best placed to intervene and tailor responses to individuals who are out of work, homeless or in receipt of care. 
The research identifies 26 practical ways in which individuals and communities can be given greater control and influence over the services they receive ... 

The report concludes by setting out new reforms to bring personalisation about: [for example] councils should provide leisure and recreation vouchers and allow young people to choose how to spend these on sports services (such as leisure centres or renting football pitches) or recreation (such as hiring a recording studio) …” [info from press release above]

NB charged-for publication. 
Silver Surfers’ Day 15 May
www.digitalunite.com
(Source: email from Gill Adams)

“We hope you are planning to run a Silver Surfers' Day IT taster event on or around May 15th!. It's simply a way for the whole of the UK to get involved in offering a good, first-time 'taster' experience of online life to people over 50. Whether or not you're planning to run an SSD event, there's something for you on our new website. www.digitalunite.com:

· Hit the Learning Zone tab, for our 60 or so legendary, easy-read, jargon-free, mini-guides, for IT beginners and improvers. Also, there's an opportunity to ask and answer IT questions: www.learning.digitalunite.com 
· Browse Silver Surfers for all the know-how you'll need to plan a taster event: www.silversurfers.digitalunite.com 

· Browse DNC (Does Not Compute) blog to exchange information on topics such as Free Laptop and Broadband Offer, Grannies for You Tube and Schools for Silver Surfers: http://dnc.digitalunite.com/ .

And finally … 
“LGA urges the public sector to ditch jargon to help people during the recession”
http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageId=1716341
(Source: LGA Weekly, 20 March)

If you’d ever thought of using the word “beaconicity” …
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