The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 16, 9 March 2009  
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!
Funding & Opportunities

World Language Books
http://www.worldlanguagebooks.com/ 
Just a reminder that Network members can get a discount on purchases from WLB – the code for March is: promowlb18205. 
Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“The training game – more than words”
http://www.guardian.co.uk:80/thetraininggame/more-than-words
(Source: email from Helen Carpenter)

“In days when libraries contained books, periodicals and little else, they were often known as street-corner universities – places where minds were opened and imaginations nurtured. They still are, but much more besides: they are often the starting point of an educational journey and even a new career.”

Positive article about the changing role of libraries.

In case you haven’t seen it, there’s also a positive article about the future of libraries in the LGA “First-online”, see: http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageId=1646025. 
Our Story Liverpool: Memories of gay Liverpool
(Source: email from Andy Johnson, Liverpool Library Service)

The Our Story Liverpool project group have produced this terrific book & CD-ROM. Louise Muddle, who is responsible for the whole project, would be happy for people to contact her for more info. However, she does not have any funds for posting out the booklets, but single copies are available via the Library Service. 

Louise Muddle: info@ourstoryliverpool.co.uk 

Single copies of the book from Andy Johnson: andy.johnson2@liverpool.gov.uk.
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Tackling hate together …
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/projects/goodrelations/Documents/TacklingHateTogether.pdf 

Report on “local partnership approaches to tackling hate incidents in the North East of England’. 
“As the starting point of this work the North East team carried out a survey to find out how the region’s police forces, CDRPs [Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnerships] and local authorities were currently working in partnership to tackle disability, homophobic, racist, religious and transphobic hate incidents. 

The aims of this report include: 

· Provide an overview of the current partnership activity by the police, CDRPs and local authorities to tackle hate incidents in local areas throughout the North East. 
· Identify promising practice, areas for improvement and potential interventions that could strengthen local partnership approaches to tackling hate incidents and ensure CDRPs are best placed to respond to the Government’s hate crime strategy in 2009.” 

Tackling worklessness: a review of the contribution and role of English local authorities and partnerships – final report
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1161160.pdf 

The final report of Councillor Stephen Houghton’s Review looks particularly at how successful multi-agency and cross-sector local partnerships can best tackle worklessness in their communities – interestingly (given the current growing emphasis on universal services), this report recommends the need to maintain a focus on the needs of the most disadvantaged people and communities.
Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

Report on the recent London Schools and the Black Child Conference
http://www.irr.org.uk/2009/february/bw000024.html 
Brief report of the sixth London Schools and the Black Child conference which was attended by about 1200 people at Queen Elizabeth II Conference Centre, Westminster.

“Struggles for Justice”
http://www.irr.org.uk/black_history_resource/
(Source: IRR Weekly Digest 6 March)

“Struggles For Justice is a free, downloadable teaching resource that allows pupils to think about and debate contemporary issues that are part of the Citizenship Curriculum at Key Stages 3 and 4 by examining historical events that have thrown up similar issues.”
European Year for combating poverty and social exclusion (2010)

http://www.esf.gov.uk:80/news/articles/european_year.asp
“The European Commission has designated 2010 as the European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion. The €17 million campaign aims to reaffirm the EU's commitment to making a decisive impact on the eradication of poverty by 2010.”
Migration issues – News 
“Migrant Cities”
http://www.ippr.org:80/research/teams/project.asp?id=3390
ippr have just announced a new research project, “exploring experiences of migration and the role of intercultural dialogue in Glasgow, Cardiff, Nottingham, Bucharest, Tirana, Athens, Nicosia and Istanbul.”
Teaching Chinese Culture
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2009/03/05102902
“The North East of Scotland is taking the lead in the use of technology to share learning resources about China. 
Schools Minister Keith Brown opened a new Confucius Classroom Hub for the region today. Covering Aberdeen City, Aberdeenshire, Angus and Moray, this is Scotland's eighth hub, fulfilling an agreement that Learning and Teaching Scotland (LTS) signed with the Chinese authorities in April 2008 to open eight Confucius Classroom Hubs within one year.

The latest hub is based at Hazlehead Academy in Aberdeen and will provide a central learning point to primary and secondary schools across the North East for Chinese culture, language, heritage, history, art, food, music and sport.”
Migration issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Safeguarding children in Scotland who may have been trafficked
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261528/0078243.pdf
New guidance published by the Scottish Government to support professionals in identifying, assessing and providing appropriate support for children who may have been victims of trafficking.

Migration issues – Other Agencies 
“Destitution amongst Central and Eastern Europeans on the increase”
http://www.wired-gov.net/wg/wg-news-1.nsf/0/2CA9ED9D120063E88025755A003AC7D8?OpenDocument 
(Source: Wired-GOV Plus Newsletter, 16 Feb 2009 – forwarded by Christine Wright, DWP) 

New research from Homeless Link shows that a growing proportion of people sleeping rough on London’s streets are Central and Eastern Europeans.
Poverty without borders – a report on poverty, HIV, and migration

http://www.crusaid.org.uk/pdfs/poverty_without_borders.pdf  NB 4Mb

(Source: IRR weekly digest 27 Feb)

This new report examines data from the Crusaid Hardship Fund, looking at the experiences of migrant populations in the UK.
21 days later
http://www.redcross.org.uk/temp/21spDaysspLater.pdf NB 3+Mb
(Source: IRR weekly digest 27 Feb)

A report by the Refugee Survival Trust and the British Red Cross.

“The title of this report refers to the 21-day ‘move-on’ period given to asylum claimants whose application for asylum has been refused. The report examines the destitution of asylum seekers and refugees in Scotland over a 5½ year period. It demonstrates that, at this crucial 21-day stage, those who have sought sanctuary in the UK are most likely to experience destitution. 

The report also clearly indicates that destitution occurs at many other points within the asylum process and can even affect those who have been granted leave to remain in the UK.”
The economic impacts of migration on the UK labour market
http://www.ippr.org/publicationsandreports/publication.asp?id=649 
(Source: IRR weekly digest 27 Feb)

New report from ippr, which is available to download from the above website (you just need to register on-site first).
“The impact of migration on the UK labour market has become a contentious issue in public and political debate, with critics suggesting that immigration reduces wages or employment for the UK born population. This argument has become particularly prominent since the arrival of large numbers of migrants from Central and Eastern Europe since 2004.

This paper attempts to cut through the distortions and hyperbole of recent debates. We provide a balanced and informed assessment of the best existing evidence on the effects of migration on the labour market.”

You may also be interested in ippr’s response to the latest migration figures, published 24 Feb – see: http://www.ippr.org/pressreleases/?id=3414. 

“Short term migration becoming the new norm”
http://www.ippr.org/pressreleases/?id=3413
(Source: email from ippr)

Announcement of the findings from a new report (available to download from above web-link).

“The report shows that the traditional view of migration as a permanent move from one country to another is now outdated, with many migrants only living abroad for between three and 12 months at a time and those who stay for longer often choosing to retire back home.”
Migrants Rights Network – ‘EU-IMMINENT’
(Source: email from MRN)

“MRN is involved in a new project, ‘EU-IMMINENT’, which will be working over the next two years to develop an online training resource for migrant entrepreneurs. As part of a wider needs assessment process, our partners in Ireland – PARTAS (www.partas.ie) – have led in the design of a short survey to identify the areas of support needed by migrants who are interested in starting up their own businesses. The survey should be completed by people who would identify themselves as immigrant entrepreneurs.

 

Please find below a link to the survey which is anonymous and takes only a couple of minutes. It would be greatly appreciated if you could forward this to any contacts who you think would be interested in helping us with the survey.”
 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=TZaZxJX_2bfuo6Y_2faiPsDpGg_3d_3d
 

Migrants Rights Network – Briefing on the Borders, Citizenship and Immigration Bill
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/files/briefingpaper/briefingpaper_on_citizenship.pdf
MRN has just published a briefing paper on the impact of the new citizenship provisions in the Borders, Citizenship and Immigration Bill.
Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Museums: Inspiration and Learning for Young People”
http://www.ippr.org/research/teams/project.asp?id=3411 

(Source: email from ippr)

“Together with the National Museum Director’s Council, ippr is undertaking a project aiming to develop a new vision for the role that cultural institutions, such as Museums, can play in the lives of children and young people in, and beyond, the class room. Our aim is to make policy recommendations to influence policy makers in this area, and set out ways to develop next steps for this agenda building on the current DCSF / DCMS ‘cultural offer.’  The final output of the project will be a book, with chapters commissioned from leading experts. We plan to launch the book in May.”
Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

From recession to recovery II: a focus on unemployment
http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/aio/1623986 
New report from the LGA, which “explores the recovery from previous recessions identifying the ‘rock-pools’ of lingering worklessness – those areas that took longest to recover in the 1980s and 1990s recessions if they have fully recovered at all.”
The report also suggests that “Britain risks the creation of a 'lost generation' of young people falling into long-term unemployment because of the recession unless action is taken now …”
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