The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 13, 2 February 2009  
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!
Latest include:

Missing Out? Socioeconomic Status and Heritage Participation
23 March 2009.  London School of Economics New Academic Building, 54 Lincoln's Inn Fields, London WC2A 3LJ
http://www.seapn.org.uk/editorial.asp?page_id=21&e_id=202&page=3 
(Source: email from Rosie Sherrington, English Heritage)

English Heritage will be hosting a conference to examine how to broaden the appeal of the heritage offer, particularly to family groups.

The conference will bring together heritage organisations, commentators, researchers and community groups to investigate how appealing the heritage offer is to families, launching new research findings from English Heritage and exploring new ways to empower everyone to pass down a passion for England’s heritage to future generations, if they so wish…

LGBT History Month events
http://www.seapn.org.uk/topics.asp?topic_id=18. 

In addition (not included on the website):
The Festival of Social Science 6-15 March
http://www.esrcsocietytoday.ac.uk/ESRCInfoCentre/FSS/default.aspx
“The Festival … is organised by the Economic and Social Research Council as part of the National Science and Engineering Week. It is our aim that everyone - from politicians to schoolchildren - can take part in and hear about social science research at one or another of the Festival's very varied events.

More than 25 UK towns and cities, from Aberdeen to Hove and Cardiff to Belfast, are hosting events during the Festival. These events range from conferences, workshops, debates and exhibitions to film screenings, plays, policy briefings and much more.”

Includes, for example, sessions on: “Cultural connections: migration, identity and integration”; “Learning through recession”; “Literacy: a skill for life”; “Intercultural communication and global citizenship from young age”.

The flyer which lists the sessions is at: http://www.esrcsocietytoday.ac.uk/ESRCInfoCentre/Images/FSS%20Flyer%202009%20A5%20flyer%20FINAL_tcm6-30342.pdf
Funding & Opportunities

CILIP Libraries Change Lives Award 2009 – Entries close Friday 13 February 
www.cilip.org.uk/lcla
Last call reminder: CILIP welcomes entries from any sector of the library and information world for this prestigious award. They can be reading projects, learning projects, or projects that promote information. They must show that they have affected people’s lives for the better, whoever those people might be. The award ceremony will take place on 15 July at CILIP’s Umbrella 2009 event. Details about the award and an online entry form are available on the CILIP website.

MLA Community Empowerment Discussion Paper
http://www.mla.gov.uk/what/policy_development/~/media/335CDF5A7BB644B0B7B11B6A592EB953.ashx
MLA have issued a consultation paper which sets out the relevant aspects of the Community Empowerment White Paper and describes ways in which the sector can contribute to this agenda. 
The background to this is set out at: http://www.mla.gov.uk/what/policy_development/current_consultations. 

Please send your views to Jennifer Ngyou, Policy Adviser: Communities and Local Government at jennifer.ngyou@mla.gov.uk. 
The Archive Lottery Advisory Service
http://www.ncaonline.org.uk/archive_lottery_advisory_service/intro/ 
This is not a new service, but, given the opportunities that have arisen via the Heritage Lottery Fund, it seems a good time for a reminder.

Relax Kids
http://www.relaxkids.com:80/
Relax Kids have produced a range of books and CDs to help children relax and build their confidence, self-esteem and sense of self worth. The Director, Marneta Viegas, has kindly offered contacts a discount, as well as access to some free excerpts.

 

Here are the download pages:

 http://www.relaxkids.com/primary/   

 http://www.relaxkids.com/primary2
and you can use the discount code VIPDIS01 and get 10% off.

World Language Books
http://www.worldlanguagebooks.com/
Just a reminder that Network members receive a discount on purchases from World Language Books (code for Feb is promowlb14197) – and, in addition, are “currently having a SALE (which lasts until March 31st) whereby MOST titles are 50% off their usual price and includes postage and packaging …”
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Tired of hanging around: using sport and leisure activities to prevent anti-social behaviour by young people
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/Products/NATIONAL-REPORT/9F4E760A-70C4-47e6-80D0-E7B37AF237E4/tiredofhangingaroundjan09REP.pdf
(Source: National Youth Agency Health News Summary – 29 January 2008)

Important new report from the Audit Commission, which emphasises that “Sport and leisure have an important role in preventing anti-social behaviour”. 

Although this doesn’t mention museums, archives or libraries (except in one negative comment), nevertheless there is the beginnings of a framework here, that we might be able to build on.
Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

“Are gated estates dividing our society?”
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/house-and-home/property/are-gated-estates-dividing-our-society-1517436.html
Interesting article in The Independent, looking at some of the pros and cons of the trend towards creating private communities.
De Montfort University short courses for working with young people
http://www.dmu.ac.uk/partnerships/consultancy/innovation_centre/dmccc/short_courses/youth-affairs/index.jsp
(Source: National Youth Agency Health News Summary – 29 January 2008)

A range of interesting new courses, aimed at people working with young people (primarily targeted to youth workers but will have relevance to learning mentors, teachers and other professionals working with young people). Includes, for example, “Understanding and Working with Disaffection and Social Exclusion”.
Disability issues – Other Agencies 
People from black and minority ethnic (BME) communities and vision services: a good practice guide
http://www.vision2020uk.org.uk/core_files/BME%20Good%20Practice%20Guide%203.doc 
(Source: Share the Vision Bulletin 35)

Good practice guide published by the Thomas Pocklington Trust (the leading provider of housing, care and support services for people with sight loss in the UK). The guide is aimed at health, social services and housing staff, but it makes points of more general interest, including for librarians, eg:

· There has been very little research on BME communities and visual impairment
· Members of BME communities are likely to be under-represented on the registers through lack of awareness
· People of Afro Caribbean origin are 8 times more likely to develop glaucoma

· People from BME communities have the same needs as other visually impaired people but services have to adapt to meet their particular needs

· Services need to be mainstreamed and should not be one-off projects

· Information provision in appropriate formats and languages and outreach work are key factors. [points taken from the STV Bulletin].
Migration issues – News 
”Dropping off the social radar”
http://www.disabilitynow.org.uk:80/living/features/dropping-off-the-social-radar
(Source: Refugee Council News Review 20 Jan-2 Feb)

Article in Disability Now, which shows that disabled people seeking asylum are not getting the support they need.
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Detained lives: the real cost of indefinite immigration detention  

http://www.detainedlives.org/wp-content/uploads/detainedlives.pdf
(Source: Refugee Council News Review 20 Jan-2 Feb)

New report from the London Detainees’ Support Group, which shows that hundreds are left in detention with no indication of when they will be removed from the UK or set free.
IMMINENT (‘Immigrants into Entrepreneurship’)

http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/files/report/migrant_entrepreneurship2009.pdf
(Source: email from Migrant Rights Network)

Press release announcing the launch of a new European project which “will develop an online training resource aimed at immigrants in participating countries. Project materials will include an online training programme and assignments relating to entrepreneurship, and will be designed to complement face-to-face classroom training for additional support.”
Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Safeguarding guidance for museums, libraries and archives
http://www.mla.gov.uk/what/publications/~/media/Files/pdf/2008/Safeguarding_v5.ashx
(Source: Renaissance South East E-bulletin – Issue 2. Further info from: sophie.hunt@hants.gov.uk)

MLA and NSPCC have just produced these important guidelines. 
Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Cultural Metropolis: The Mayor’s priorities for Culture 2009-2012
http://www.london.gov.uk/mayor/culture/cultural-metropolis/docs/cultural-metropolis.pdf
(Source: email from Helen Carpenter)

The London Mayor’s priorities – which do mention museums, archives and libraries.
Broader issues – Other Agencies
Stuck in the middle …
http://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/uploads/media/36/4442.pdf
(Source: National Youth Agency Health News Summary – 29 January 2008)

New report from Action for Children, which highlights the importance of supporting children between the ages of 6-13, an age-group which is increasingly overlooked.
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