The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 12, 23 January 2009  
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!
Latest include:

British Sari Story
York Gardens and Balham Libraries (Wandsworth) until 21 Feb

See: http://www.seapn.org.uk/editorial.asp?page_id=21&e_id=197&page=1 

Refugees and Migrants in Yorkshire and Humber – Creating a better place for all
27 January, Leeds

See: http://www.seapn.org.uk/editorial.asp?page_id=21&e_id=191&page=1 
Refugee Oral and Community History Discussion Forum
28 Jan 2009, London 

Forum organised by the Refugee Stories Project  
Further info from Frohar Poya, frohar@evelynoldfield.co.uk
See: http://www.seapn.org.uk/editorial.asp?page_id=21&e_id=180&page=1
Latin American poetry and music: enchanting words and sounds

2 February, London
Organised by Exiled Writers Ink

See: http://www.seapn.org.uk/editorial.asp?page_id=21&e_id=193&page=1 
Free Community Oral History: Introductory Training Session for Refugee Community Organisations
11 February, London

Half-day training session organised by Evelyn Oldfield Unit/Refugee Stories Project
See: http://www.seapn.org.uk/editorial.asp?page_id=21&e_id=188&page=2. 
Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

Mix-d: uk
http://www.multipleheritage.co.uk/ 
(Source: email from Bradley Lincoln, Project Manager)

The Multiple Heritage Project is a Manchester-based social enterprise which, as “Mix-d: uk”, work in schools across the country to raise the profile of issues related to people from mixed-race backgrounds. “Mix-d people are one of the UK's fastest growing ethnic minority groups. The Multiple Heritage Project explores and, where necessary, tackles issues which are important to this group.”

In October 2008, they published Mix-d: uk which looks at mixed race identities through portraits of people of mixed background. Further details at: http://www.multipleheritage.co.uk/project/2/new_publication. 
Charged-for publication: £15.00.

Silver Surfers' Day, Friday May 15 2009
http://www.digitalunite.net/ssd/ 
(Source: email from Gill Adams, Digital Unite)

How can you get involved? Silver Surfers' Day is all about having a relaxed time, in good company, with somebody (who can be, but need not be, very experienced with computers) to guide others (over-50s) through their beginner-steps on Internet/email. Taster Events can be held absolutely anywhere where there's an internet-connected computer - even in someone's own sitting room! Over the years, events have been held in pubs, supermarkets, rugby clubs, bingo halls, internet cafes, libraries, museums, village halls - anywhere you can think of, provided someone is willing to host.

Digital Unite manages and runs Silver Surfers' Day annually, UK-wide, and it's always on the Friday of Adult Learners' Week. Whether you'd like to go to an Event or hold an Event, you can get involved right now. For would-be Event Holders, just go to www.digitalunite.net and put your email address into the slot for receiving e-zines - that way you'll get timely information. You'll be told about resources to help you plan your event, do publicity, find premises, find helpers and download and use the 60 or so learning guides that help you to become 'IT Tutor for a Day' as these are newly 'minted' for 2009. (All this is completely free of charge!)

For someone who wants to attend an Event, you can snip out this piece and take it to your local: School (Primary or Secondary - teachers are increasingly receptive to the idea of helping older people in their communities to get online); Age Concern; library; museum; internet café; supermarket, bingo hall, etc. For more information by phone, call 0870 241 5091.

 Lessons from West Bowling Youth Initiative: then, now and the future
http://www.jrf.org.uk/bookshop/eBooks/2318-ethnicity-youngpeople-community.pdf
New report from JRF, which looks at ‘what works’ in engaging young British Muslim Pakistani men.

“The report highlights:

· the impact made by the WBYI in building social capital, developing active citizenship, encouraging participation in neighbourhood life and increasing awareness;
· the need for sustainability and flexibility in effective engagement with young British Muslim Pakistani men;
· the importance of building trusting relationships with local communities;
· the effectiveness of capitalising on local talent and local networks for meeting community needs;
· the potential of creative arts informed project work.”
Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

“The Reading Cure: a Conversation”
http://events.thereader.org.uk:80/the-reading-cure.html
The Reader Organisation has just published an audio recoding and photos of this event which took place on 14 January – see above weblink.

“The Reader Organisation is a charity dedicated to bringing about a Reading Revolution – making it possible for people of all ages, backgrounds and abilities to enjoy and engage with literature on a deep and personal level. They recently organised an event in conjunction with The Lancet at the Wellcome Collection, where a hundred or so health, wellbeing and literature professionals got together to think about ‘Reading and Health’. I think you might be interested in what they do – see their website at www.thereader.org.uk.”

Also:

“Read to Lead” Training
http://thereader.org.uk/read-to-lead-training.html
(Source: email from Casi Dylan, The Reader Organisation)

“The Reader Organisation delivers specialist Read to Lead training throughout the country for those with a desire to spread the pleasure and power of reading. Courses are open to people from all professional and social backgrounds: a love of books, a belief in the social value of reading, and a passion to share this vision are our main criteria.”

Details of forthcoming courses at weblink above.
Migration issues – News 
“Immigrants: the perfect recession scapegoat”
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2009/jan/12/immigration-poland-recession
(Source: refed, www.refugeeeducation.co.uk) 
Article which shows that “As Polish workers in the UK are finding, the economic downturn is increasing the evil of discrimination”.
Migration issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“San Francisco Public Library Launches Online Citizenship Toolkit”
http://www.libraryjournal.com/article/CA6628327.html?nid=3284
Brief article outlining this new resource from SFPL:

“The online resource is available in five languages: English, Spanish, Cantonese, Mandarin, and Russian and includes a guide to naturalization; a list of community resources, including English as a Second Language providers; and detailed practice materials for the new citizenship exam.

The Citizenship Toolkit, prepared in partnership with Seattle Public Library, offers short videos in each language that describe the available information and provides basic tips on how to start the citizenship exam process. It also offers links to the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, including access to InfoPass, the online appointment scheduler.”

The Toolkit is available at: http://sfpl.org/citizenship/. 
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
‘Sleepwalking to segregation’? Challenging myths about race and migration
https://www.policypress.org.uk/catalog/product_info.php?cPath=10084&products_id=1370
New title from The Policy Press, published 22 Jan. “In the context of renewed debates about diversity and cohesion, this book interrogates contemporary claims about race and migration. It demonstrates that many of the claims are myths, presenting evidence in support of and in opposition to them in an accessible yet academically rigorous manner.”
Charged-for publication – details at weblink above. 
Continental drift: understanding advice and information needs for A8 migrant workers in Scotland
http://www.cas.org.uk/FileAccess.aspx?id=5466%20
(Source: Migrants Rights News, 14, January 2009. See: http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/enews/2009/january.htm#reports) 

New report from Citizens Advice Scotland, which emphasises the need for information (eg on employment rights, financial support) to be more widely available for migrant workers. 
Refugees into Schools
(Source: email from Bill Bolloten)
Education Action’s REFUGEES INTO SCHOOLS project supports refugees to visit schools in London and help children and young people understand the impact of conflict and why people are forced to flee their countries.

Through getting involved in schools, refugees will have opportunities to learn about education in England. They will also gain valuable skills and experience. Some refugees may also find this experience useful if they want to pursue a career in education.

For schools and local authorities wishing to be partners with the project, REFUGEES INTO SCHOOLS will make a useful contribution to assisting schools in developing a culturally inclusive curriculum, and support work that contributes to the duty to promote community cohesion. 

All refugees who volunteer to participate in the project will be provided with:

· Training

· Resources and materials

· Guidance and support from experienced mentors

· Help with travel expenses.

There is an information and training day for refugees taking part in the project:

 

Date:              Friday 27 February 2009

Time:              10.00am – 3.00pm

Venue:           Shelter Training, Unit 13, City Forum, 250 City Road, London EC1V 2PU

Places must be booked beforehand.

For more information. or to indicate a wish to take part in REFUGEES INTO SCHOOLS, please get in touch with Education Action by phone or email.

Tel:     020 7785 7217

Email: info@education-action.org
Information flyers (for schools and local authorities, and for refugees interested in taking part) can also be obtained by emailing the project coordinator, Angela Taylor: amt1314@btinternet.com 

Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

CyMAL: Museums, Archives and Libraries Wales Action Plan April 2008-March 2011
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//drah/publications/081208cymalactionplan2008to2011en.pdf?lang=en 

(Source: Wales Current Awareness Service /Gwasanaeth Gwybodaeth CILIP Cymru, Jan 2009)
Just available to download is the Action Plan for 2008-2011, which outlines how CyMAL will continue to deliver its work programmes. It identifies the strategic priority of supporting 21st century museum, archive and library services which meet the objectives of the One Wales Agreement.
“Future Places” Conference and Exhibition 2009 
http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/aio/1415600
(Source: LGA Weekly, 15 Jan 2009)

The LGA has just announced this “major conference” for elected members and “officers in leading positions in councils”.

What is particularly interesting is the list of topics (which give some indication of current/forthcoming priorities):

· Creating public value

· New systems thinking (climate change, land use, etc)

· Successful management in an era of resource constraint

· Addressing changing populations (including an ageing population, diversity)

· Creating places that work for people

· Getting the best results – how are councils going to make use of their  new economic development duty?

· Workshops include:

· Information management – is privacy dead?

· Developing a low carbon economy

· Design for life?

· Identifying skills gaps and shortages in labour markets

· Is this the end of capitalism as we know it?
· Collaborative intelligence

· Peak oil – is oil production peaking?

· Viable and vital neighbourhoods

· The socio-economic impact of EU accession on low wage migrant labour

· New council role in economic development.
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