The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 11, 6 January 2009 
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!
Opportunities

World Language Books
Just a reminder that Network members receive a discount on purchases from World Language Books - http://www.worldlanguagebooks.com/. 
RISE Accelerator Programme: Investing in Refugees
http://unltd.org.uk/template.php?ID=55&PageName=rise:refugeeawardsscheme 

(Source: LORECA E-bulletin, Dec 2008 – see: www.loreca.org.uk)

UnLtd, the Foundation for Social Entrepreneurs, has re-launched RISE Accelerator. The scheme will provide awards of between £500 and £5000 and providing training opportunities, entrepreneurial learning, mentoring and access to resources to individuals and small groups of refugees from across England.
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

The Council on Social Action
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/social_action.aspx 

(Source: email from Helen Carpenter)

“The Council on Social Action brings together innovators from every sector to generate ideas and initiatives through which Government and other key stakeholders can catalyse, celebrate and develop social action.”
They have just published a summary of their work on one-to-one (the aim of which they take to be to increase numbers involved in successful, high quality, voluntary one-to-one activity.) – see: http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/media/63713/web_side_by_side.pdf. 
They have also identified implications of this way of working for public services – see: http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/media/63707/cosa_side_by_side.pdf. 
Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

Valuing family, valuing work: British Muslim women and the Labour Market 
http://www.youngfoundation.org.uk/files/images/Final_Valuing_Family_Valuing_Work_Oct_08_0.pdf
(Source: LORECA E-bulletin, Dec 2008 – see: www.loreca.org.uk)

Report from the Young Foundation and the London Development Agency, which shows that of the 50 women interviewed, although most want to work, less than half of them have a job - and many face severe barriers.

Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

The Prince’s Trust YouGov Youth Index
http://www.princes-trust.org.uk/Main%20Site%20v2/downloads/PTYG%20Youth%20Index%20jan09.pdf 
Just published are the results of this study, investigating how young people feel about the state of their lives today and how confident they are about their future – you may well have seen the headline finding: “One in ten young people do not find life worth living” (see: http://www.princes-trust.org.uk/wellbeing/) 
“The findings suggest that, while the majority of young people are relatively content, there is a significant core of young people for whom life has little or no purpose – with those not in education, employment or training (NEET) most likely to feel this way.”
Migration issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

“Work restrictions will continue for Bulgarians and Romanians”
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/about-us/news/work-restrictions-continue
Announcement of the continuation of restrictions on entry to the UK employment market. 

“Next census aims to map migrant populations”
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/next-census-aims-to-map-migrant-populations-1062247.html
(Source: email from Helen Carpenter)

Announcement that the 2011 census will aim to map migrant populations in England and Wales.
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
The neighbourhood needs of new migrants
http://www.iass.bham.ac.uk/staff/phillimorex/Neighbourhood_Needs_of_New_Migrants.pdf
(Source: LGA analysis and research bulletin, Nov 2008, http://www.lgar.local.gov.uk/lgv/aio/87435) 

Report from Birmingham University for Birmingham City Council, which looks at the neighbourhood needs and experiences of new arrivals. Key issues identified are lack of information; availability and quality of health services; and lack of employment opportunities. Recommendations include developing more approaches to welcome; making information about how the UK works available in more languages; making more ESOL provision.
Migration-related detention: a global concern 
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/POL33/004/2008/en/c4b6797b-c873-11dd-b5e7-cf1e30795cb4/pol330042008eng.pdf 

New report from Amnesty International, which gives a brief overview of detention and makes recommendations for governments across the world. 

Exiled Ink Magazine
(Source: email from Exiled Writers Ink)

Submissions welcome for the forthcoming issue: Poetry; Short stories – no longer than 1600 words approximately; Articles – no longer than 1600 words approximately; Reviews – between 500 and 800 words. Please check your work carefully before sending it and keep to the word count – see above. 
The main theme will be exiled literature and writers from China, including Tibet. 
Deadline: end of January 2009
Send to: jennifer@exiledwriters.fsnet.co.uk and isaromaine@btopenworld.com.
The Basis Project
http://www.thebasisproject.org.uk/
(Source: Refugee Council Newsletter, 5 Jan 2009)

Led by the Refugee Council and Refugee Action, “The Basis Project is a new, England-wide service giving one-to-one support to hundreds of refugee community organisations (RCOs) to help them manage, develop and sustain their work.” The project has obtained five-year funding from the Big Lottery Fund.

Part of their work is to develop online toolkits, and they have started with financial management and fundraising – see: http://www.thebasisproject.org.uk/toolkit/. 
Remote controls: how UK border controls are endangering the lives of refugees
http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/Resources/Refugee%20Council/downloads/researchreports/Remote%20Controls.pdf 
(Source: Refugee Council New Review, 17 Dec 2008-5 Jan 2009)
“The Refugee Council is concerned that the plethora of UK border controls placed overseas and aimed at preventing irregular migration is preventing refugees fleeing from their own countries and getting to a place of safety. This study is the result of a one year research project by the Refugee Council and explores the various overseas UK border controls and their impact on refugees. 

The report includes evidence gathered during a field visit to Turkey, a key country of transit for many refugees coming to the UK. The Refugee Council found that the UK’s overseas border controls may risk refugees being sent back to countries where they face persecution. The report contains recommendations as to protection safeguards the UK should put in place to ensure that refugees are not put at such risk and are able to access protection.”
Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Families in Britain: an evidence paper
http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/eOrderingDownload/Families%20Evidence%20Paper%20v0%2032%20181202.pdf
(Source: thanks to Liz Dubber for alerting me to this)
New paper from DCSF, which “aims to provide a framework to take stock of family life in Britain and map recent trends and changes as well as explore future pressures on families. It also aims to understand what lies behind headline trends and to understand the implications of these.”

“This paper and the family policy principles it sets out will, we hope, stimulate further discussion which will continue to inform our work and underpin our ambition for a truly family friendly Britain”.

It reiterates the reasons why Government should have a strong policy on families:

· “First, while all families will make decisions that are entirely private to its members, there are areas in which the decisions or circumstances of a family will impact upon society more generally
· Second, families may not always have the information they need to do the best for themselves and their members
· Thirdly, the Government has a role to play in addressing inequalities as families have different levels of need and capability.”
Broader issues – Other Agencies
“Sign Up Now”
http://www.niace.org.uk/alw/2008/public/signupnow.htm
“Sign Up Now” is the sister campaign of Adult Learners’ Week, and runs throughout January and September, aiming to motivate potential learners to sign up for courses.

Adult Learners’ Week, 9-15 May 2009
http://www.niace.org.uk/alw/2008/ 
Also, NIACE have just published their Review of 2008 - http://www.niace.org.uk/alw/2008/docs/ALW-review-2008.pdf .
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