The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 10, 16 December 2008  
Correction
“Primary Sources”
Apologies – in the last ebulletin, this ended up with the wrong web-link. The correct info is as follows:

http://www.primarysources.org.uk/
 (Source: MLA North East News eBulletin No 248 01 December 2008)

The Primary Sources project involved ten teachers in the North East working with their local archives education officers to create literacy and numeracy learning resources. All of the resources created during the project are available to download for free from the Primary Sources website.

Events

Events are now being added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!
Opportunities

Homes and Communities Academy Awards 2009
http://www.hcaacademy.co.uk/awards/enter
The Government’s awards for sustainable communities have been opened for entries. Entries are invited from individuals, organisations, partnerships, projects and initiatives across England. Award categories include:
· Empowered communities (supporting local people to improve their neighbourhoods)
· Investing in young people

· Leadership of place

· Places for all (strengthening communities through culture and heritage).

The application guidance booklet is available at: http://www.hcaacademy.co.uk/sites/default/files/awards_guidance_notes_09.pdf .
The deadline for submission of entries is 11 February 2009. 
Tackling social exclusion – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Sam the Wheels”
http://www.samthewheels.co.uk/
(Source: email from Ajamu X)

‘A participatory arts & oral history project that encourages people to explore the heritage of Brixton, inspired by unique film footage shot between the 1960's and 1980's by Clovis Salmon "Sam The Wheels", a Jamaican who arrived in London in the 1950's.’

Fascinating participatory project (and one that’s close to my heart, having lived and worked around Brixton from 1974-1996).
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

The play strategy
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/play/downloads/PlayStrategy.pdf
DCSF have just published the first Play Strategy for England – the strategy is backed by £235 million of dedicated investment. This funding will support its aims of creating safe, welcoming, interesting and free places to play in every residential community and giving children and young people an active role in planning these areas.

Literacy changes lives
http://www.rochdale.gov.uk/pdf/Literacy%20Changes%20Lives.pdf
(Source: email from Helen Carpenter)

Excellent example of a local authority policy that recognises the central importance of literacy (although it has been published for a couple of years, it deserves wider recognition).
State of the countryside update
http://www.ruralcommunities.gov.uk/files/socupdate5.pdf 
New analysis of the Index of Multiple Deprivation 2007 by the Commission for Rural Communities, which provides a broad picture of social, economic and environmental conditions and change across rural England. 
Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

“Tell me what I need to know”
http://tmwintk.realhistories.org.uk/index.html 

(Source: refed, http://www.refugeeeducation.co.uk/mailing.htm) 

Excellent new resource from the Runnymede Trust, which aims to help parents, particularly those from BME, refugee, asylum-seeking and Traveller communities to support their children’s education more confidently and effectively.
Invaluable for finding out exactly how teaching at different Key Stages operates and what your child will face at school.
One in ten: key messages from policy, research and practice about young people who are NEET
http://www.nya.org.uk/files/120637/FileName/SignpostONEINTENKeymessagesfrompolicy,researchandpracticeaboutyoungpeoplewhoareNEET.pdf
Highlights from new research by Research in Practice for the National Youth Agency, which draws on a wide range of publications and other sources to extract key messages that will help practitioners, managers and commissioners develop effective practice to improve the life chances of young people making the transition from compulsory education.
The document ends with some ‘messages’ from current practice:

· Provide clear vision and leadership

· Have a strategy that fits your local structure

· Act as a good parent

· Think small and regular

· Be proactive and problem solve

· Gives staff tools for their work

· Do what it takes

· Work with others.

Literacy changes lives: the role of literacy in offending behaviour – a

discussion piece: Part 1
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/research/Literacy_changes_lives_prisoners.pdf
New paper from the National Literacy Trust, which “examines the link between literacy and offending, and briefly outlines the available evidence.” It also throws up a number of challenges which will be addressed in the second part of this study next year.
Health & Wellbeing issues – Other Agencies 

“Time to Change”
http://www.time-to-change.org.uk:80/
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

“Time to Change” is a new campaign to end the discrimination faced by people who experience mental health problems.
Disability issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
Jodi Awards 2008
http://www.seapn.org.uk/blog/ 
The Awards were announced on 5 December: details have been circulated by MLA, and are posted on The Network’s blog – see weblink above.
Migration issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

Country of origin information service
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/country_reports.html
(Source: email from Helen Carpenter)

The Home Office listing of reports on countries of origin of asylum-seekers has recently been updated.
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
The refuge and the fortress …
New book by Jeremy Seabrook published to mark the 75th anniversary of the Council for Assisting Refugee Academics (CARA) – see: http://www.academic-refugees.org/.

There is further information about the book at: http://www.academic-refugees.org/forthcoming-publication.asp.

Charged-for publication. 
The IRR have also published the text of a speech by Jeremy Seabrook to launch the book – see: http://www.irr.org.uk/2008/november/ha000033.html. 
Róisín Bán

http://www.roisinban.com/ 
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)
“Róisín Bán (Gaelic for ‘White Rose’) is the culmination of two years work by Leeds Irish Health and Homes, through Project Co-Ordinator Corinne Silva to document the emigration experiences of the Irish community in Leeds. It mainly focuses on the link between County Mayo, where the majority of the Leeds Irish Community hails from and Leeds, but the stories would be pertinent to many counties. It is a pictoral and oral history project which has culminated in an exhibition, book and website.” [taken from: http://www.lihh.co.uk:80/roisinban.asp where more background info is available]
Asylum matters: restoring trust in the UK Asylum System
http://www.centreforsocialjustice.org.uk/client/downloads/188255%20Final%20Asylum%20Matters%20(pg%201-112)-V2_email.pdf [NB pdf is 1.9 Mb]
Latest report from The Centre for Social Justice, which recommends that “Laws that withdraw all support from asylum seekers should be scrapped as part of a far-reaching overhaul of the system designed to speed up decisions and return people to their home countries, according to a new report from the think-tank set up by the former Conservative leader Iain Duncan Smith.” [taken from: http://www.centreforsocialjustice.org.uk:80/default.asp?pageRef=37] 
Broader issues – Libraries, Museums, Archives and Cultural and Heritage Organisations 
“Taken as read”
http://www.guardian.co.uk:80/society/2008/dec/03/living-library-communities 

Just in case you missed this, The Guardian carried an interesting article about “Living Library”.

The report of the pilot projects in the UK has also now been published: ‘Like a light going on’, http://www.local-level.org.uk/uploads/LocalLivingLibraryReport.pdf.   
“Living Library” was also shortlisted for the Awards for Bridging Cultures (“Funded by the Baring Foundation and delivered by the Institute of Community Cohesion (iCoCo), the ABCs were created to celebrate the work of the many organisations across the UK that promote intercultural dialogue.” – see: http://www.bridgingcultures.org.uk/).  

Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

“Shaping Places through Sport”
Sport England has just published a series of five guides to advise local authorities how sport can contribute to local priorities.

There is:

· Executive summary [NB 1.5 Mb] http://www.sportengland.org/executive_summary_web_version.pdf 

· Building communities, http://www.sportengland.org/building_communities.pdf
· Healthier communities, http://www.sportengland.org/healthier_communities.pdf
· Transforming lives, http://www.sportengland.org/transforming_lives.pdf
· Creating safer communities, http://www.sportengland.org/creating_safer_communities.pdf
· Increased prosperity, http://www.sportengland.org/increased_prosperity.pdf. 
Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction Bill

http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1088434
This Bill was published on 5 December. It has at its core a new duty on local councils to promote democracy – putting local authorities at the forefront of the drive to reconnect people with public and political decision-making. The duty will ensure all sections of their community understands how the council works, who makes the decisions on their behalf in their neighbourhood, and how they can get involved if they wish to.
The Early Years Framework
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254013/0075251.pdf
The Scottish Government has just published this Framework, setting out priorities for work with Early Years (sadly, it appears not to mention reading or books, or libraries or museums).
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